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MINUTES OF THE 9TH MEETING OF THE TECHNICAL SUB-COMMITTEE 
OF SABAH RliINO AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMITTEE HELO ON 
TUESDAY t 24TH NOVEMBER, 1987 AT 10.00 A.H. IN THE SAI3AH 
RHINO AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMITTEeSSECRETARI~ 

Present: 

Encik Lamri Ali 

Mrs. Sue Jayasuriya 

Dr. Ghazally Ismail 

Dr. Murtedza Mohamad 

Encik Rob Stuebing 

Encik Joseph Gasis 

Oro Shukor Md. Nor 

Chairman 

Secretary 

1. l\aenda 

The meeting amended the agenda as follows:-

a) The date and time of the meeting. 

b) Item 3(c) to read: ~Report on collaborative research 
contacts in the United States. 

c) Item 3(b) to be included in Item (4)0 

d) Item 6: to be deleted and replaced by Item 7. 

2. Confirmation of Minutes 

The 8th meeting of the Technical Sub-Conunittee of Sabah 

Rhino and Wildlife Conservation Committee was.confirmed, 

proposed by Or.. Ghazally, seconded by Or.. Shukor, subj ect 

to the following corrections:-

a) 4 (b) i1) 11 stock age It to read 11 stockade" • 

b) 4(1) the words "stockage" to read "stockade". 

c) 

d) 

4 (0) (a) "becuase" to read "because". 

10(f) penultimate sentence the word "report" 

to be replaced with the word "brief". 

3. Matters Arising 

a) Wildlife Bills 

The Executiv~ Secretary reported that Sabah Rhino 

and Wildlife Conservation GQmmittee at its 8th 
meeting had r~solved that as the ~mendment to the 

F~una Conservation OrQinanc~ WOU19 ~~ke tlm~ t9 
process, the part pertaini~9 to th~ P~nalty S~ctiQn 

and' Onus of Proof with r~gards to hunting Qf 

... ,?/-



r 

2 

scheduled species be amended in the meantime. 

The Secretary was directed to take the necessary 

action. 

b) Station in Lahad Oatu 

The Executive Secretary informed the meeting that 

due to bad road condition, because of inclement 
weather, the Contractor had not been able to 

commence work on the following, even though he 

had purchased all the materials:-

i) Wallow, atap roof over the wallow and 

drainage for the wallow. 

ii) 2 night-stalls as per Jabatan Kerja Raya 

drawing No. B13/185/7. 

iii) Store shed, Jabatan Kerja Raya drawing No. 

813/185/7. 

iv) Addition of 3,600 gallons of G.l. water 

tank with t.wo units trestle platform. 

Estimated time of completion of work is three 

weeks c 

The necessary allocation of $38,201.70 has already 

been sent to Jabatan Kerja Raya. The meeting 

directed Dr. Sh~kor Md. Nor to organise planting 

of trees in the stockade. 

c) Employment of Project Co-ordin~t?r 

The Executive secretary informed the meeting that 

Sabah Rhino and Wildlife Conservation Committee 

at its 8th meeting, appointed Encik Mahedi Andau 

as the Project Co-ordinator for Sabah Rhino and 

\-lildlife Conservation Conunittee until further 

notice. 

d) Allocation for Field Operation , 
An amount Qf $50,000.00 ha~ been sub-allocated by 

the Ministry of Tourism and Environmental D~velopm~nt 

to the Wildlife Section of the Forestry D~partment 

for field operation of Sabah Rhino and \~ildlife 

Cons~rvation Committee. 
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e) Purchase of Third Vehicle 
A purchase order for one unit Isuzu KBD 46 ( 4x4 

pickup) 1951 cc diesel engine had been issued to 
Perkina Industries Sdn. Bhd. The vehicle will be 

fitted with the following:-

Kangaroo bar, canvas and rack to be constructed 

on the back, one set of fog lights, electrical 

winch c/w remote control, two wooden benches 

constructed the length of the sides of the pickup 

(can be folded up), three inches thick built-in 

cushions on the wooden benches. Delivery of the 

vehicle is expected to be in the second week of 

December; 1987. 

f) Married Quarters 

The Executive·Secretary informed the meeting that 

Sabah Rhino and l-lildlife Conservation Corroni ttee 
at its 8th meeting resolved that as the budget 

for married quarters for 1987 is only $50,000.00 

only two family quarters should be built. 

Two sets of drawing of standard Diva 4 quarters 

have been submitted to Sab~h Rhino and Wildlife 
Conservation Committee by Jabatan Kerja Raya. 

The meeting directed the Executive Secretary to 

look into the possibility of better design for 

the family quarters in Tabin. 

The meeting also decided that married quarters for 

Div. 1 officers would be provided for in the 1989 

budget. For the time being Div. 1 officers will 

live ~n the Div. 4 houses t6 be built but with 

better furniture, etc. 

g) Weighing Scale 
A Tru-Test AG 350 electronic wei9hing scale 

completed with one unit AG 350 electronic indicator 

and one pair load bar (800 kg capacity) costing 
$5,580.00 has been purchased from La~uli Sdn. Bhd., 

Selangor. 

... ~/-
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The platform for the weighing scale has been 
constructed in Sandakan. 

h) Agreement betvleen Sabah Rhino and Wildlife 
Con s'e'rva t'i·on· CO·ml1l·i·t't·e·e· ·a'n·d Sab"ah Mu'se'um . 
A letter was received from the Director of Sabah ~~useum 

which stated as follov/s:-

"l refer to your letter of the 7th September and 

the enclosed draft agreement. 

It is not a Government Policy to insure Government 

owned property, and as the said dead rhinocerous 

is a Government property it therefore cannot be 
insuredo 

As there was· no earlier correspondence either 

verbally or written with regard to the ownership 

of the said rhinocerous and the fact that all the 

work of skinning, preserving, cleaning and mounting 

of the said rhinocerous specimens has undertaken 

by th~ Museum, we feel that the said mounted 

rhinocerous should be deposited with the Museum. 
The specimen has already been registered as a 

Museum specimen. For your reference the mo~nted 

rhino specimen number is NH2651, the skeleton 

NH2652 and the horn NH26530 The Museum Collection 

Committee has already endorsed these specimens as 

Museum specimens under the control of Natural 

History Section. 

In view of the above we return herewith the draft 

agreement for your retention". 

The meeting proposed to the Main Committee to 

reclaim the ownership of this property. Ownership 
of the skin, bones, horn of the "Linbar" rhino 

belongs to SRWCC in view of the following:-
a) That a special licence is granted to Sabah 

Rhino and Wildlife Conservation Committee to 

capture,rhinos for conservation, research, 
breeding and development purposes. 

... 5/-
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b) The overall function of Sabah Rhino and 

Wildlife Conservation Committee includes 

research and public education. These functions 

will require accessibility of specimens of 

rhino. 

c) The Sabah Museum has no authority to keep 

rhino parts caught in Sabah, as stipulated 

in Part IV of the Fauna Conservation Ordinance 

1963. 

i) Purcha"s"e "of "Recrea"tional "and Sports" Equipment 

The Research Officer, Dr. Shukor Md. Nor was 

directed to purchase the following recreational 

and sports equipment:-

I. Sepak takraw (balls and net) 

2~ Carrom (table and tablets) 

3. Chest set 

j) Proposed Modification of Staff Quarters to Provide 

VIP ROom"s" "and Vet". Offi-ceand "Drug" StoYage 

a) The Executive Secretary informed the meeting 

that Sabah Rhino and Wildlife Conservation 

Committee at its 8th meeting approved for one 

room of the staff quarters at Tabin Station 

be turned into a VIP .~oorn. 

b) The store room be modified to become the Vet. 

office, laboratory and storage for drugs. 

Jabatan Kerja Raya have prepared drawings on the 

above proposed renovation for calling of quotation. 

k) Press Release 

The press release prepared by the Technical Sub­

Committee was submitted to the Chairman of Sabah 

Rhino and Wildlife Conservation Committee who 
on-forwarded it to the Chief Minister. The Chief 

Minister's office released it on 15th October, 1987. 

••• f:, j-
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1) Proposed .. Future Research, Programme 

m) 

n) 

Sabah Rhino and Wildlife Conservation Committee 

at its 8th meeting approved that three members of 

the Technical Sub-Committee who were invited by 

American Instit'utidns and Zoos, take advantage of 

their visits to initiate contact leading to 

establishment of collaborative research progran~e. 

International Stud-Book 

On Encik Mohamad Khan's advice, Tenegang will be 
registered in the International stud-Book. 

Proposal to Establish Captive Breeding Herd Of 

Banteng (VOS Javanicus Lowi) in Malaysia 

Sabah Rhino and Wildlife Cqnservation Committee 

at its 8th meeting agreed ~ith, that the Technical Sub­

Committee's resolution that SabahRhino and Wild-

life Conservation Committee is not yet in a position 

to be actively involved in other projects. However 

the Chairman, YB Datuk Ariah Tengku Ahmad requested 

that Sabah Rhino and t..,ildlife Conservation Conuni ttee 

gives consideration in future towards conservation 

of other endangered species. 

0) Information on Sabah Rhino and Wildlife Conservation 

Committee 

The Sabah Rhino and Wildlife Conservation Committee 

at its 8th meeting agreed that the Technical Sub­

Conunittee should advise the Main Committee on the 

technical aspect of the project. However poliCY 

matters would be the responsibility of the Main 

Committee. 

It was also resolved that approval from the Main 

Committee is required for non-technical information 

to be released to anyone. 

p) ~enegang - Public Viewing 

Sabah Rhino and Wildlife Conservation Committee 

at its 8th meeting resolved that YAB Datuk Joseph 
Pairin Kitingan be invited to view Tene~ang • 
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Formal invitation would also be extended to 

reporters and members of Sabah Rhino and \~ildlife 
Conservation Committee. The meeting also agreed 

to allow a period of one month from the time 

of the Chie f Minister's visit for public vie\-Jing 

of Tenegang. However educational trips by school 

children will be allowed. 

3. Reports 

a) Project Co-ordinator's Reports 

There was no report as the Project Co-ordinator 

was not present. 

b) Reports on Collaborative Research Contact in the 

United States 

The report concerning a visit on pehalf of Sabah 

Rhino and Hildlife Conservation Committee to 

initiate collaborative contact in the United 

states was appended. 

The meeting resolved to adopt the report. 

4. Trapping Operations and Surveys 

The Research Officer, Dr. Shukor Md. Nor reported as 

foll~ws:-

A survey was conducted in early November in a forest 

reserve tSegali ud/Lokan} and an area next to it in 

Kinabatangan .. district. Fresh tracks, tiJallow and 

faeces of rhinos were detected in these areas. On 

investigation~ it was believed that a private company 

Kedau Sdn. Dhd. has applied for 14,000 acres of this 
areao 

The Executive Secretary was directed to seek authority 
to enter into this area for capture operations. 

Dr. Shukor Md. Nor also reported that in the last 
two months, logging operations in Suka~ has c~ased 

••. e /-



.8 

and there were also no fresh tracks of rhinos 0 It 

is believed that as the animal has now got a bigger 

area to roam in, that the span of time will be much 

longer for the animal to complete its'routing cycle. 

The meeting agreed with Dr. Shukor Md. Nor that traps 

will remain open and checked on a daily basis, but 

half of the team will be moved to other areas for 

surveyor capture operations. 

5. Transfer of Dr. Shukor Md. Nor 

6. 

The meeting directed the Executive Secretary to 

discuss with the Ministry of Tourism and Environmental 

Development, the matter of Dr. Shukor Md. Nor's 

employment base. 

Any 

1. 

2. 

Other Business 

The meeting once ?gain resolved that the spelling 

of "TENAGANG II is to be "TENEGANG" which is the 

correct spelling. 

Resisnation of Driver Encik Wakijoh b. Radjio 
The meeting accepted with regret the resignation 

of Encik Wakijoh b. Radjio ~o be effective 30th 

November, 1987. The Executive Secretary was 

directed to select a replacement. 

3. Rhinos Specialists Meeting 

During the visit of three members of the Technical 

Sub-Committee to Institutions and Zoos in the 

United States, they were embarrassed of their 

unawareness of rhinos specialists meeting held in 

Kuala Lumpur in early November, 1987. The meeting 

regretted that SaQah Rhino and Wildlife Conservation 
Comnlittee was not informed of this meeting. 

The meeting adjourned for lunch at 2.30 p.m. 
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M E M 0 RAN DUM 

TO: ALL MEMBERS OF TECHNICAL 
SUB-COMMITTEE OF SRWCC 

DATE: 21ST SEPTEMBER, 1987 

FROM: SECRETARY, TSC 

REF: S RHCC/T /1 . 

Please note that a typographical error has been made on 
the Minutes of Meeting held in Sepilok. The meeting was 
held on 17th July, 1987 and not on 15th July, 1987. 
Subsequent error was made on Minutes of the 8th Meeting 
vlhich referred the Sepilok Meeting as held on 15th July. 

please correct copies of both Minutes accordingly as 
follows: 

1. Minutes of a Meeting held on 17th July, 1987 
in Sepilok at 12.10 p.m. 

20 Minutes of 8th Meeting of Technical Sub­
Committee held on 2nd September, 1987 item 
3 - Minutes of Special Meeting held in 
Sepilok on 17th July, 1987,L2nd line and 
3rd line 9 

U BERKHIDMAT UNTUK NEGARA DENGAN BERSIH, CEKAP OAN AMANAH 11 

PUAN S.Jo JAYASURIYA ) 
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MINUTES OF 8TH MEETING OF THE TECHNICAL SUB-COMMITTEE 
OF SRWCC HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER, 1987 AT 9.00 AM 
IN THE SRWCC SECRETARIAT 

Present: ' Encik Lamri Ali 

Mrs. S.J. Jayasuriya 

Dr. Ghazally Ismail 

Encik Mahedi Andau 

Encik Victor Chong 

Encik Rob Stuebing 

Dr. Shukor Md. Nor 

Chairman 

secretary 

1. Confirmation of Minutes at 7th Meeting held on 
4th May, 1987 

The minutes of 7th meeting of the Technical Sub­
Committee of SRWCC was confirmed, proposed by Encik 
Mahedi Andau seconded by Encik Rob Stuebing. 

2. Confirmation of Minutes of Speci.al Meeting held on 
15th May, 1987 

The minutes of the Special Meeting held on 15th May: 
1987 was confirmed, proposed by Encik Rob Stuebing 
seconded by Encik Mahedi Andau. 

3. Confirmation of Minutes of Special Meeting held on 
15th July, 1987 in Sepilok 

The minutes of the Special Meeting held on 15th July, 
1987 in Sepilok was confirmed, 'proposed by Encik 
Mahedi Andau seconded by Dr. Shukor Md. Nor. 

4. Matters Arising 

a) Wildlife Bills 

The Secretary informed the meeting that a letter 
had been written to the Attorney Chambers Office 
requesting that an amendment to the Penalty 
Section be carried out in Part. 
The meeting also agreed that the section containing 
onus of proof with regard to hunting of scheduled 
species is also important and that this amendment 
should also be done as quickly as possible. In 
view of the proposed amendment to the Fauna 
Conservation (amendment) Ordinance 1987 is facing 
delay 'due to its total departure from the current 
ordinance, the meeting requested the Executive 
Secretary to discuss the matter with the Peguam 
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Negeri Sabah. The Committee proposed that the 
Fauna Conservation (amendment) Ordinance be 
repealed and the new proposed amendment be 
enacted~ 

b) Station in Lahad Datu 

The following works have been completed. 

i) Accommodation 

ii) Stockage 

iii) water Supplies: 1,600 gallons water tank; 
water pump (2~ hp - 7.5 KVA t 

2,900 RPM, 120 ft. head) 

iv) Generator: 12.5 KVA 

The following works have not started. 
The Executive secretary to request JKR to call 
for quotation for the following works: 

i) Wallow, atap roof over the wallow and 
drainage for the wallow. 

ii) 2 night stalls as per JKR drawing no. 
813/185/7. 

iii) store shed also as per drawing no. B13/185/7. 

c) Employment of Project Co-or~ina~or 

At the meeting of J~M held on 1st July, 1987 it 
was decided that the Project Co-ordinator post 
be not filled for the time beingo The Technical 
Sub-Committee resolved that it cannot afford any 
more time, personnel and moneyo The objective 
of SRWCC is not only to capture but also 
conservation, breeding and research. The meeting 
therefore wish to fill the post of the Project 
Co-ordinator urgently and requested the Executive 
Secretary to refer the matter to the Main Committee. 

d) Allocation for Field Operation 

The meeting resolved that an allocation of 
$50,000.00 for Field Operation be sent to Sepilok. 
Dr. Shukor Md. Nor to be given authority to 
maintain the allocation o The Executive Secretary 
to refer the matter to Kementerian Pelancungan 
dan pernbangunan Alam Sekitaro 

e) Purchase of 3rd Vehicle 

The meeting requested the Executive Secretary to 
pursue the matter of purchasing the 3rd vehicle 
urgently. 

• .. 3/-
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f) Married Quarters 

The Executive Secretary informed the meeting that 
SRWCC's request for $100,000.00 for married 
quarters in the 1988 budget was cut down to 
$50,000.00. The meeting requested Encik Victor 
Chong to prepare drawings of 5 units of 2 bedroom 
houses and submit them to the next meeting. 

g) Weighing Scale 

Three quotations were submitted to the Ministry Of 
Tourism and Environmental Development. The 
cheapest quotation was from La~uli Sdn. Bhd., 
Petaling Jaya for the Tru-Test electronic 
agricultural scal~ As the Executive Secretary 
and the Permenant Secretary of the Ministry of 
Tourism and Environmental Development will be 
in Semenanjung towards the end of the month, they 
will meet with the Supplier to arrange purchase 
of the weighing scale. 

h) Agreement between SR\-1CC and Sabah Museum 

The proposed draft agreement vIas adopted wj th the 
following amendments; 

i) Item 8 to read: "This agreement shall expire 
on 1st January, 1991 unless renewed by the 
parties concerned" ~ 

ii) An item on insurance against loss, theft, 
damage, etc. in the amount of $100,000".00 
should be purchased by the Museum. 

The Executive Secretary will submit the proposed 
agreement to the Sabah Museum for their perusal 
and study and comments before signing of the 
agreement 0 

i) 1988 Budget 

The Executive Secretary informed the meeting that 
the approved budget for 1988 is $880,600.00. 
SR\'1CC's request was $1,0.25,292.000 The cut from 
SRWCC's request was largely in the development & 
infrastructure head. SRWCC's request of $250,000.00 
for enclosure and facilities for 10 animals was 
cut to $200,000.00; staff family quarters was 
cut to $50,000.00 from $100,000.00. 

j) Third Team Leader 

In view of rejection by JKM to establish a 3rd 
team, the meeting decided to proceed with survey 
work by borrowing a Team Leader from the Lahad 

o •• 4/-



4 

Datu Branch of the Forestry Department. 
Dr. Shukor will organise the survey work. 

k) Visits to Base Camp 

Encik Rob Stuebing and Encik Joseph Gasis visited 
the base camp in Sukau on 25th - 27th June, 1987. 
The meeting adopted the report submitted by 
Encik Joseph Gasis dated 19th June, 1987 and 
agreed to the following: 

i) Purchase of recreational and sports 
equipment: 
sepak takraw (balls and net) 
carrom (table and tablets) 
chess set 

The meeting agreed not to provide the following: 

i) Refrigerator 

ii) Accorrunodation in Lahad Datu 

iii) Fire-arm 

iv) Ping Pang set 

v) Fishing rod and set 

1) Sepilok Stockage 

Modification to the Sepilok stock age have been 
completed. This include night stalls, wallow, 
double panelling of the stockage and security 
fence around the stockage. 

m) Television for Base Camp 

According to Government Policy, employees 
receiving out-station allowances will not be 
entitled to provision of television set. 

n) Matters Arising of Minutes of Special Meeting 
held on 15th May, 1987 

Encik Rob Stuebing reported that it would not be 
possible to have a 60 ft. sq. clea'ring at the 
capture area for the helicopter to air-lift the 
animal and crate. The m8eting agreed that when 
it is impossible to transport the animal out 
from the capture area due to impassability of 
transport because of condition of road, that a 
temporary stockade will be built on site. 
The Executive Secretary informed the meeting that 
Brig. Gen. Aboo Samah bin Abu Bakar had assured 
YB Puan Ariah that the army in Lahad Datu, Tawau 
or Sandakan will provide land transport and 
personnel to move the animal from the capture 
area when required. 
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0) Matters Arising of Minutes of Meeting held on 
15th July, 1987 

a) Dr. Shukor reported that there was no need 
now to provide fly netting for the night 
stall in Sepilok. This is becuase the team 
is keeping the place clean and therefore 
the Tabunus Flies are not attracted to the 
area. 

b) Encik Rob Stuebing will submit to SRWCC all 
photographs taken on the capture of Tanegang6 
The meeting granted permission to Encik 
Rob Stuebing to show slides of Tanegang at 
his talk to schools. 

c) The Research Officer and Team Leader in 
Sepilok will prepare monthly report instead 
of on a weekly basis. 

d) Dr. Zainal Zahari Zainuddin returned to 
Kuala Lumpur on 22nd July, 1987. The meeting 
recorded SRWCC's heart-felt thanks and 
gratitude to Dr. Zainal's sincere dedication 
and contribution to the operation. 

e) YB Chairman Puan Ariah 

5. Reports 

The meeting recorded SRWCC's greatfulness and 
thanks to YB Puan Ariah for her assistance, 
especially in getting the Kuala Lumpur 
personnel to Sabah, visiting Sepilok and seeing 
to the welfare of the staff. YB's contribution 
played a major role in the success of the 
operation. 

The meeting adopted the following reports: 

a) Operation report for the month of April, 1987 

b) Team Leader's report dated 28th May, 1987 

c) Team Leader's (Jimli Perijin) report on capture 
of Tanegang. 

d) Dr. Edwin Bosi's report on "observation, 
examination and treatment of capture Sumatran 
Rhino" dated 21st July, 1987. 

e) Report by Dr. Shukor Md. Nor 

f) Daily report by Team Leader for the month of 
Jl:11y, 1987. 

6. Proposed Modification of Staff Quarters to Provide 
VIP Room and Vet's Office and Drugs Storage 

The meeting agreed as follows: 

... 6/-
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a) The Executive Secretary refer the matter to 
the Main Committee of provision fer VIP room 
at the Tabin Station staff quarters. 

b) The store-room be modified to become the Vet's 
Office, Laboratory and Storage for drugs. 
JKR is requested to prepare drawings for the 
modification and to call for quotation. The 
meeting also agreed that a lockable refrigerator 
be purchased for keeping drugs. 

7. Justification for Retaining Tanegang at Sepilok -
by Dr. Zainal Zahari Zainuddin 

The meeting noted Dr. Zainalrs recommendation 

8. Press Release 

The meeting agreed that the next Press Release contain 
future programme, international development, research 
and future structure of SRWCC. 
Encik Rob Stuebing and Dr. Shukor to draft the text. 

9. Proposed Future Research Programme 

The meeting agreed that Encik Rob Stuebing, Dr. Ghazally 
and Encik Lamri Ali who will be visiting the United 
states at the end of October, 1987 talk to the 
relevant people in the United states regarding future 
research programme. 

10. Any Other Business 

a) Linbar Rhino 

The Executive Secretary received 3 ietters from 
the United States enquiring information on the 
death of the Linbar Rhino. The Executive Secretary 
to prepare a standard format to be sent to the 
enquirers. 

b} Addendum to Report on Linbar Rhino 

The meeting directed Encik Rob Stuebing to prepare 
an addendum to the report on its latest finding 
on the Linbar Rhino. 

c) Congratulatory Letter from Encik Mohd. Tajuddin 
Abdullah 

The meeting recorded its thanks to Encik Mohd. 
Tajuddin Abdullah for his congratulation . 

•.. 7/-
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d) Duties and Responsibilities of Field Co-ordinator, 
capture Team Leader, Survey and Monotoring Leader 
and Alternate Group Leader 

Encik Mohd. Tajuddin prepared the duties and 
responsibilities of the above. The Executive 
Secretary to include the duties and responsibilities 
as suggested by Encik Mohd. Tajuddin in the SRHCC 
jobs specification of the respective officers. 

e} International Studbook 

A letter was received from"Mr. Francesco Nardelli 
who is an International Studbook Keeper of the 
Surnatran Rhino. He requested to register Tanegang 
and had sent a copy of the Studcard for our completion. 
The meeting directed Dr. Shukor Md. Nor to discuss 
the matter with Encik Mohd. Khan. Action will 
be carried out according to Encik Mohd. Khan's 
advice. 

f) Proposed Malaysian Aviculture Group 

The Executive Secretary reported that SRWCC was 
invited to attend a meeting at the proposed 
Malaysian Aviculture on 26th July, 1987. The 
Executive Secretary did not attend the meeting. 
On the advice of YB Puan Ariah she requested 
Encik Mohd. Khan to report to SR\"lCC on the proceeding 
of the meetings. Encik Mohd. Khan had willingly 
agreed to do so. 

g) Proposal to Establish Captive Breeding Herds of 
Banteng (BOS Javanicus Lowi) in MaTaysia 

A letter was received from Zoo Negara Malaysia 
on this proposal. The meeting resolved that 
SRWCC is not yet in a position to be actively 
involved ~n other projects. It is yet tb fully 
establish its own project and meeting its objectives. 
The Executive Secretary is to convey the opinion 
of the meeting to the Main Committee. 

h) The meeting resolved that it be SRWCC's policy 
that all information <technical or non-technical) 
should be approved by the Technical Sub-Committee 
before it could be given out to any person or 
organisation. 

i) Tanegang - Public Viewing 

The meeting agreed that public viewing of Tanegang 
should be allowed in order to make aware to the 
public of the progress of SRWCC. However, the 
Executive Secretary would first seek clearance on 
the matter from YB Chairman Puan Ariah. 

j) The Executive Secretary informed the meeting that 
Encik Shahruddin Othman of Wildlife and National 

... 8/-



8 

Parks Semenanjung has returned to Kuala Lumpur 
on 19th August: 1987 after being in Sabah 
for a period of four months. The meeting 
recorded SRWCCrs thanks and appreciation to 
Encik Shahruddin Othman for his help, dedication 
and efforts towards the projecto 

The meeting adjourned at 12.45 pm. 
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TO: ALL TSC MElvlBERS FROM: EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

REF: SRWCC/Ly/2 DATE: 23 JUNE 1987 

------------------------------------------------------------

Dr. Julian Caldecott of the National Parks and 
Wildlife Office Sarawak Forest Department, Ku~hing 
visited the SRWCC Secretariat on Monday, 22 June 1987. 

Tbe Executive Secretary briefed him on the operations 
of SRWCC. In return Dr. Caldecott--e'xtended to us a 
copy of their project with regards to protection of 
the Sumatran rhinoceros in Sarawak. This is attached 
herewith for your information~ 

Sarawak is not capturing the rhinos but concen~rating 
on 'protection through surveillance and involvihg --
the local communities., Dr. Caldecott has offered 
to provide us with reports of their success in this 
method should we require it'o He has also expressed 
his willingness to assist us in whatever way he can. 

The attached is sent to you for your inte~est and 
attention. 

(S.J. JAYASURIYA) 
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1. INTRODUCTIUN 

E sou 

t1EASURES TO PROTECT SAF!AI.i.1AK I S RH I NOCERG3 

POPULAT I ON:- JANUARY 10 JUNE 19£:7 

Dr Julian Caldecolt 
National Parks and Wildlife Office 
Sarawak Forest Department, Kuching 

In August 1986, a small p6pula,tion t)f the highly endan,dered Sumatran 
rhinoce,ros (Di:-:eror'hinus 5Uf:)3trensis) was c()nfirmed to sur-vivt? in and 
around the headl,l,'.::d,el"'s of the Limbang riveJ' I near' Gunung Batu La'.tli and 
Gunung Murud. This species was previously lhougl;\t to be extin(..i, in , ,--' 
Sarawak, and i ~-s l'edisc:)very was greeted wi t-h . enthusiasm in t~I\,~ stat.e. 
This was reflected partly in local me~ia cover~ge, but mo~e impo~tantly' 

-, in ,a rule made under the Wi ldl i f e Protec lion Ord.i nance by the State 
legislative Asserflbly, increasing the penalty for rhino poaching to a 
$20,900 fine W1 t.h two yt?ar'~ in gaol. . 

The,se al!imals ai"e extremely "ral"e outside S~rawakJ a.nd they are: 
threaten'e,d by poachin'] .~'hert?vt?r they OCCU\". Thus, l't is l"ecognized that_ 
within a few years Sarawak may bE-come their last stl',onghold .. Th~ Forest 
Department has therefore assigned ~ ~i~h priority to the ~resef~alion of 
this population,' and has ali'eady taken "v~rio.us steps to defend the 
rhinos from hunteps. 

The pUl"pose, of this paper is to summarize the measures taken to protect' 
the rhino so far I and to indicate the dir:ection offurthe-r actions 
intended ,tQ give thi.s population a chance of long-t.erm 'survival. 

2. MEASURES T{,KEN 

2.1 Eastern Sector. 

.. Rhinoceros prolec tion depl'?nds above all on the l.:.'il1 ingness of local 
people to w.ork l.I.'ith the authopities J so people living near the rhino 
area have been deliberately invl:,lved h'qm the beginning. Sevel"'al 
dial Qgue sessions we,re, held dtJl" i n9 September 1986 ~ i th Kelabi t and Lun 
Bawang cpmruuni t.~, leaders f"()rlI both sides of the Sarawak-Indonesian 
border. The ot),jectives we"e to c:onfil,,,'Sara\llakian support. fo,' 
prote,cting th~ animals and their habit'at, and tQ e~<plain to the 
Indonesiif,ns why un~ll~t~)rized hunting excursions into Sa.r4.wak ~"ri tory 
CQuld no longer be, to,lt?l"ated. 
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8uildi.n~J ':':: lht:- c,:'n[12n·=.us ... ·~:ich d;2\,E-l':;P12d dUi'lil.;} these rr';eetin'ol5! it. 
l:Jas decided >:.~ 2!r:ph.:s.si::e lhs- de;::.loyr,:ent (if enfo~'cement. staff in C':nd 
around the f:',!T":() .=tl'ea! Slj ':-:5 tu deter hunting, In ol'der to involve It-12 
local comfi.un~t!.es as flluch as p,)ssible, For'est O,::-pCs'''t.e-~ent funds ..... ·ere used 
to employ lW0 'Wildlife Rangers' each at Bario and Ba KelalaA. These 
individuals ~ere selected to be involved in Lhis project long-term, and 
have the responsibility of organizing patrols through the eastern sector 

-~- of tt.e rhill(i ared, USi!l'~ clt.t-.el~ 1.;Jcal h)en 011 rot.ation as ~'ell. r,el~ular" 
visits to Ba~io and Ba Kelalan by NPWO Forest Guards and ot.her personnel 
have allowed f,))' super'vision of this sysLerl,. 

These patrols were functioning by the end of September 1986, before 
t.he pr'esenct- CIf rhinos in t.he slale \j,las announced in a pl'ess l"ele~tse by 
the Chief Mi:o;isler":5 Office, The pat.rol·~, which operat.E' in inforl:,:al 
collaboration '.:.=i Lt-: lhe E:o\'def :;couts, h.:ive been successful at 
intercepting par~i2s Of potential poach~rs, In particular, the 
incidence of ;! 1:::';;;;:1 h:.1n~.in9 t:y Indr:,nesic..n vi si :'':.I:'s has b12t?1l g\'ezttly 
reduced. Thl' .:-. .!.\o;,~!.~ i::C'St. signific.1nt incident s() far was pl"(.lbably lhe 
arl"est- of an I~~d:Jn::?'3i~n in ~.c:ssessi!)n of an ille-gcd fil"earm: the 9\111 'J,'as 
confiscated, 2.;-:,j !.t..~ Gvhh?f Sp211t. thr2e mont.r:s in !]aol befol'e being 
deporled, N(;~ .. - t.hat. In.jonesi~n hunters ha.ve lal"ge1y ceas~d t.1.) Cl'OSS t.he 
border, an incr2ase- in gahl~ abund~nce is reported in the frontier zone. 

Since belng ir\iliats-d in 1386, the Bario-Ba Kelalan patrol systeffi 
has been succ~ssfu!ly ~dmini5t2r2d by NP~O'S Miri office, with 
occasional visits by officers frOM Kuching. It is planned that 
addi t iona 1 r t· ~1:iU;'C ~::-3 2.r-~ .::d! (,e a ted to Lhe is rt.-a i :-: due c(iul~se! i ne 1 u,j i \"19 
radio equipriH::~:-:t. te> ri:2.ke e~:.-(,rdindt.i(;n t:?2si.::-r, 

2.2 Western Sector, 

Following a SEries of ~eellngs with the Director of Forests in 
Febr~ary, Nay and June 1987, and visits to relevant COMmunities, it is 
planned that a similar patrol system be set up in the western sector of 
the rhino arE-ft. Expendi luo.'e is all'eady authol"ized to hire Wild! i fe 
Rangers at Long Napir (Limbang) and Long Seridan (Magoh, 8aram), but the 
situatiun on t.h~ gr.)und is rill:'I"'::- cor:·,ple~Y~ in t.his ar-ea tha.n in th~ east, 
For example, the greater distances involved will Make necessary the use 
of a vehicle Lt) deplo')' anli-hunt.in,] patl'ols on Uo-:e pel"iphery of CUi'l'ent 

lagging operations, Iffipleffi~ntaLiQn is therefore being delayed unlil it 
can be integr~ted with a package of comprehensivE measures supported by 
adequate rE'sources. 

It is envisioned that an important part of this strategy will be the 
introduction cd strict contl'ols on access in gener'al, and hunting in 
particular, in the logging concessions surrounding the rhino core area, 
This will in'i-:-:l-/t? p!ac iil!,j and fi:~nnin.;} r'Jdd-blocks at key points, 
deploying additional enforceMent sLaff at logging camps, and inslalling 
armories for the storag~ of weapons when not signed out for use. ThE'se 
meaSures have already been discussed with, and agreed by, the r~levant 
limber compan;:::s, 



'-, - .,:., ..... 

Other measu:'t'S tu be- includEd in lr:~ fl':,:ir1dgemcnt plan for lh!s st.=:[t,)!' 
will be: a) tt-re lr·I·~VE-l·s!.t;le (uttinl;j of lcu~ging roads afb?l' use, t'J 
prevent subsequ:::nl ..:s\:.:ess; b) t,t-.2 5ct:2dulinl] of C0L:pl? entry lo minir:l!ze 
the chance of rhin,)s bein'~ pr'essul'e-d a'.:.'a~" fl'om, rathei' t.han to'.;.'ards , t.he-

~tore area by logging 0p2r~tiQns; and c) the distribution of leaflets 
advising of the new penalties for rhino poaching in appropriate 
Janguages (especially Chinese and Iban). 

In addition, an drilt?ndfil~nt. l.j lhe F,.:,)'esls Ordin311CE' has been 
proposed, lo e~<pand the definilion of 'fol'est produce' la include hunt~d 
game, which \I.'Quld have the effect of pI'ohibit.ing hunting in production 
forests except under licence by the Director of Forests. 

? '" ..... ..J Habitat protection . 

A 'core ar~at so~e A2,OOO ha in extent has been identified as 
needing complete protection from logging if there is to be a realistic 
chance of protf:-ctin:;J the rhinos fl~om hunting, This area is pl'esent..ly 
licenced, but huch is of h:dl~gin.:d value for tirl\ber ctnd the ,~egi(>n 

contains specl2.cular lctndfo.'rus \,L'hich make it of p:Jt.ential valuE': to 
tourism. Therefore, a suggestion lo integrate thE area within the 
prc.posed Pulon~~ T..:stJ Nalic;nal Pad~ has been J':iscussed \IIi th the Dil"ector 
of Fo."ests, and '.l.iill be formally elabo!'ated in due COUI'se, 

3. CaNCLUSIO~J::; 

In and around the Lili:bZ1ng head',:,'atel's of Sara'",'ak, t.here is an opportunit,' 
to conserve a vlatilt? populat.ion .)f Su::~atran rhinos. In t.his al"e" thel'e 
is the unique ~offibination of a supportive local populace, alffiosL no 
human use af t~e core ar~a, and terrain ~hich favours the defence af 
that core area, Added to these factors, the early measures which have 
been taken alr:o?ad,' estat,lish a sound basis fO)' fw'the,' action. I,;.lith 
protection of ~=noLflJh of t.he I'hinos' )'ange fl'OII' dist.uI'bance, and the 
careful plannLi!] and ifi:~lement.at.i.on of i:ontJ'ols 01'": access, indef ini le 
survival of this population should be possible. Nowhere else on Borneo 
are there rhin:Js wi Lh such favourable indica.tions for long-lel',j, 
conservation i~ the wild, so the Saraw~k population may well prove lo be 
th~ last stron~hold of the Bornean subspecies, 0,5. harrissoni. 

The above is a summary to dale of the Sarawak Forest Department's 
response to this conservation problem and opportunity. It is int.ended 
that a manager:: .. :::nt. plan fot" the slat.e p'JPulation be prepared over trlt'? 
next few months. Meanwhile, a proposal is in preparation for a 12-c"lonth 
project in 1988. intend~d to allow the full il:"lpler:-:enlalion and 
maintenance of protective measures in the area, as ~ell as training of 
Sarawakian personnel and the gathering of additional information on the 
rhinos themselv~s and their habitat. It is envisioned ~hat-olher 
specific need:: will be identified dUl'ing t.hat. project. 
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Ha? SAVE SARAI.'A!C S RHINOS 

Selaroatkan Badak Kita 

1) The d .... 'arf two-horned Sumatran or woolly rhinoceros or "rhi no is 
probably the world's most endangered kind of wild animal. It is a 

'~-harmless, shy, mammal .... ·hich lives a solitar)' life deep in the foresl, 
and \ • .'hich flees from human disturbance. 

2) Wherever these animals live, people have killed them in great 
numbers. This is because ralany people wrongly believe that. the parts of a 
dead rhino have 'medicinal' properties. However, scientific studies 
have shown these claims to be a 1 ie. Anyone who spends good Dloney on 
such false 'medicines' is the victim of deception and fraud, as well as 
contributing to the extinction of the rhinos. 

3) Because so many people have ignorantly paid for dead rhinos, there 
is no~here in the world that rhinos can now live in real s~fety. Unlil 
ve.ry recently, we in Sarawak thought we had lost our rhinos when they 
\a,lere massacred before the Japanese War. Now, hCXA1t?ver, a small 
population has been found alive, in a remote ~Dunlain region. 

4) Because they are so -threatened elsewhere - in Sabah, Sumatra and 
Semenanjung - in a fe~ years perhaps none of these rhinos will survive 
in the \&"ild, except. here in Sara\;lak. Our actions nOli will decide 
~hethar the species will live or die out. 

5) These rhinos are a priceless national heritage - they are ~N~ 
animals:' we are respon'sible for prot.ec t.i hg t.hem no\l.', and we wi 11 be 
judged by the rest of the \=.'01' Id if \l.'t? let. them all be killed. 

6) \.ote in Sara'.tak will also take the benefit. fro[(1 possessing thelil - they 
have a great value for tourisffi, both because Sarawak ~ill be famous for 
having them in its forest.s, and because visitors rnay hope la see a 
rhino or its tracks. 

7) These animals are so important to Sarawak that a new law was passed 
by the Oewa'n Undangan Negeri in 1986. This allows for a $20,000 fine 
and 2 years' in jai.l for hunt.ing, trapping or killing rhinos, or for 
attempting to hunt., "trap or kill them. In addi tion, guns and all other 
equipment. used in the crime will be confiscated, 

8>-: These rules have been made under the Wild Life Protection Ordinance .. 
The National Parks and Wildlife Office (NPWO) of the Forest. Oepartment 
is responsible for enforcing them. In all cases involving rhinos, the 
N.P\J.O will demand that the maxirnuril penalty be applied lo law-breakers. 

9) The rhinos and their forest homes a,re now under constant protection 
by patrols organized by t.he NPWO, .:and by local people. Anyone 
attenlpting to hunt. rhinos will be arrested and prosecuted. These 
patrols will be continued indefinitely. 



10) WARNING: The lqcal people are determined to protect these rhinos; 
and ~ill not tolerate poaching attempts! 

11) t&,'hal you candu tu help: 

- repurt people ~ .. ho are consplrlng to hunt rhinos, or who have 
hunted them (NOTE: t.he law allows for informers to be dlJ.'arded up to one­

-half of an)' fines imposed." this ma}' be as much as !J10,OOO!); 

report people who are selling rhino products (mediCines, horns, 
hooves, tonic wine, elc), 

do nol hunt rhinos yourself, or buy or sell any of their products; 

co-operate with NP~O rhino-protection personnel at all times. 

12) If you have any information about rhinos and their protect.ion, 
please contact the nearest NPI.a.'O or Forest Department staff 

National Parks & H'i/dli/e Of/ice 
Sarawak Furest Deparlmcmt 
la/an Gar/ak, 9.1000 }(w:Jzing 
S'Jrr':lIa· J.'l .~.".··I,t .... :,. .. , ... c~ .. " # ~'. _ •• ...-j ..... ". 
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MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE TECHNICAL 500-
COMMITTEE HELD ON 15 MAY 1~87 AT 3.cn p~ IN THE SRWCC 
SECRETARIAT . -----------------------------------------------------

PRESENT: 

Enclk Lamri r·li 
runn S.J. Jayasuriya 
Prof. Dr. Jainudeen Hohd. 

Razecn 
Encik Mahedl Anrau 
Ericik Rob Stuebing 
Prof. Hadyo Dr. Murte~za 

Mohamad 

- Chairm~n 

- Secretary 

Dr. EC\-.,in Sosl 
Capt. Mohd. r.nwar - Markns Lima Rri"~de 

( ~ y i n v i t at i (' n ) " 
Cap t. Mo h d. Z a bid i - No.S SK" TU OM L~buan 

(By invitation) 

The me e tin (I \'J a 5 c Cl 1 1 e d t 0 d i s 'c u S 5 \'J i t h the A r ~y the r ('lIe 
of the Arm~ In assisting SRWCC In its projects, and als n 

to outline the rlan of Action. 

The Chairman ~avin0 intrcduce~ m~mbers present at the 
meetin9, rave a briefing on areas of cap~~r~ and why 
animals that are:threatencd shou1d be moved. He als.o 
briefed o~ t~i trapping techniques used b~ SRWCC. 

The meeting, hav!n~ discussed~al1 aspects of the capture 
operatiOns, resolved the followln~:-

1. The fl i r For c e ,\,10 U 1 cl, 0 n r e c e i v i n 0 a ca 1 1 fro m Ko t a 
Klnabalu t dispatch a helicopter from Labuan to Ko~a 
Kinabalu which will take about 35 minutes of flyln~ 
time. snwcc·s te~m will be picked up from KK and 
be, flown to the CCJpture Site with a flyin<J time of 

. approximate1y 1;' hours. 

2. The Air Force wIll, when necessary, air-lift ~he 
animal In the crate from the capture area to a vehicle 
that would be on standby at the Sukau School. The 
Executive Secretary to request for permIssion for 
this oper~tion from the Headmaster of the $ukau 
School. 

3. SRWCC wll1 ascertaIn cl~arlngs of 60' square at 
capture area for the h~ltccpter to come 'down to " ' 11ft the animal ~nd t~e crate out. Enclk Rob 
Stu~blng will be respcinstble for rdentifylna the 
areas for c1earunce. Cleara~ce for helicopter 
landin~ at. the Oase Camp wIll also be pr~pared. 

.•. /2 
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~. The 371 Compnny Air Dispatch Team of the Air 
Force in Labuan will accompany the helicopter 
on a1l operations. 

5. The Air Force confirmed that the helicopter is 
abl~ to carry a maximum weight of 5000 Its. It 
is also confirmed that the trans!'ort crate 'is 
too big to get inside the aircraft and would 
therefore have to be lifted in a sling with 
the possibility of us;n0 a parcchute to stabilIze 
the crate should the animal move in the crate. 

6. The A,ir force will ascertain that Its personnel 
in Lab~a~ will be thoroughly briefed on this 
project so that when a call comes from KK, the 
r e c e i v e r HP U 1 dim m e d I ate 1 y n g.t J f Y the re 1 cv u n t 
officers for action. 

7. The Executive Secretary will contact the 371 
Company Air Dispatch in Labuan to request 
whether they c~n supply the strapt sling and 
any other materials and equipment requir~d for 
the use of air-lifting the c~ate. rrop~+ 
structure of,the cr~te fer this air~tiftinq 
purpose must also be ascertained. 

s. The meeting ellso aoreed tha-t a mock trio',t be 
carried cut as soon as p.ossibl.e on. cpmpletion 

~ of the cratb which ~il1 ~e construct~d in KK. 
The Executive Secretary to purc~ase the ne~essDry 
materials for the crate. Enclk Lamri All will 
pro v i de the 1 Q b 0 u r for 't he COli 5 t rue t t (, n ,0 f the 
crate. The mock trial will be done at th~ lok 
K~wl Padang, with the h~l icopter 1 iftin0 a 
crate with ~ buffalo inside it and flying 
towards the sea and back. The ExecutIve Secretary 
will request permIssion from Brinadcr General 
Abeo Samah bIn Aboo uakar of Lok Kawl Camp for 
'the mock tri~J to be carried out at lok Kawi. 

9. The' 'E x e cut i v e Sec r eta r y w i J 1 a 1 so r e que s t 
per~ission from General Hwan~ Chew Slong, Markas 
Udara WiJayah Dua Kuching for permission to no 
t~is mock operation. 

10. Or. Edwin Cost will arran~c for someone to 
delIver the buffalo to the mock triQJ site nnd 
to t~ke it back for a fee of approximately $lGO.OO. 
The meet inn a1so ugreed thAt should there be ~n 
accident and the buffalo dies, SRWCC would 
reimburse the owne( for the buffalo. 

11. The meeting also requested the help of the Army 
from its base In Lahad Datu, Tawau or Sanc~kan 
in providin0 land transport and personnels to 
move the animal from onc urea to another as and 
when requIred. The Executive Secretary will request 

I . . ., 
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this service frem Brigader General fboo Samah 
bin r·boo O~k(1r. The Executive Secretary will 
aJso ascertu;n the line of command in order· 
that the proper authority is 9iven. 

The meeting adjourned at 4.2Q p.m. wIth the·C:hafrmah:"thankiflrj 
all members present and especi~11y Cnptain Sabidi who -
had come all the way from LabuDn and Captain (nwar6 
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MINUT8S OF THE 7TH ME -~TING OF THE TE-.~!~NIC :'-L SUB-COMHITT£E OF SR~ICC 
HELD ON NOND:Y, 4 lVP-Y 1987'--r 90 00 P'oHo IN THr.~ S'14CC S'~C1r.:T'RI·-T 

PRESENT: Encik LDmri :'li - Ch:1 irm ;-:n 
Hrso SoJa JaYf.lsuriyn - Se~r.~t ,:'ry 
~ncik M,)hi o Kh~n bo M:)min Kh:"1n 
Dr. Edwin Bnsi 
Encik Rob Stuebing 
Dro Murtedza Mohamed 
Encik Mahedi tnclnu 
Encik -Mohdo Tnjuddin ~b1ullah - B7 Invit-'Olti')n 

I. C)nfirmt'ltion of Ninutes of 6th Meetin'! 

The Minutes of the 6~h Meeting Jf the Technic~l Sub-Committee of 
SRt1CC W3S cDnfirmecl, pro ::-0sed by Encik (IIln1ledi i..ndF'.u s:'-!c:)nded by 
Dro Edwin Bosio 

110 C-')nfirmatit)n of Hinutes ,.,f Specinl Neetin~ 
Held ~n 14 M~rch 1987 

The minutes of the S')ecifll Meeting held on 1'-1- Mnrch 1987 w.ss 
c}nfirmed, )X") )-)s'~-d by Encik R0b Stuebins 6~c')nde-d by Encik 
Mahedi f·nd~u subject t~j the follQyJin~ c~rrectj, )n:':" 

IIIo. C':)nfirmation of Hinutes of S~)eci~l .HcGtin;" Held 
-'on 31 r4nrch 1987 -e-

The Hinut;::?s ·)f the Special Heeting held 0n 31 M~rch 19B7 \+l.:.!S c·:>n­
firmed, proposed by Dro f-1urte ~Z~ sf?c"'nded by Encik 11ohrlo Khan. 

IVo Matters frising 

a) ~il11ife Bill 

The amendments to the F~un:'\ Ct')nserv:~tion(runen~ment.) :)rrlin~nca 
1937, ':/AS ,Jassed at the last l.ssembly ~1eetinn:, ~ut~orisinl1' . 
the Chief Game i··J.'1r~en t·) issue s'y?cinl lic,~nce tn individunls 
")r ;tr"')u:)s to Cfll)ture rhinos for bree:lin~ -)r rcs<S'Drch purpos~s. 
This ~nactment is eff.:::ctive fr)lTI the 1st Janu·~ry 19870 --

The r~st ')f the pr!) ;1::)6e1 amendment to the F(~una ConserVation 
Ordin~nce is still being scrutinised b~ tb,.e Sl-ate Att:)rney 
Ch~bers Off~pe. 

b) Station in L~had D3tU 

The Stati:)n in Tabin is 55% cr,rn,:>leted. ~:-lecte1·: "'Impleti:")n' 
?eri:xl r:)r -!:he whole "r~.,ject including st-')ckade is 
8 July 19870 

0" ./2 
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The Technical Team visited the Station on..15 April 1937 ~nd 
decided that the stockade be sited further 'from the m~in 
building - !) distance of 60 to 100 metres. ThE:re "rill be 
certain vnriations to include the following:-

i) 

ii) 

... ) 
111, 

Stockt3.de to have a shade made of Hrltap ni.pahil br 
other similar natural materials; 

proper drainage for wallows; 

the "i~ter tanks 8!ld supply were considered t'30 small nnd 
should be increased to 5000 gallons D Also '~rovision for 
4 rain ."later 400 gallons tanks vIers needed .. 

I 

i7) the 2}'2 hp "later pump 'r.laa c·)nsi.derad inadeluf:lte and a 
pump of 25 h .... ' minimum ~-Iould be ·?quiT:~do 

v) the generat9r for the Station was of a 10KVA size. The. 
SecretArj::;t to check 1:/nethe~. a 10KVA p;ene.l:"~tor ;.s 
sufficient for not only the cur~ent o,per~tion ')f 25 hp 
watet pum") and approximateJ-y 7,000 w~tts t~lectricity 
but also for future axpansion whic,h ,,'ouId bo t~lr·ee .-.-
times of present current usPgco If it is found to be 
insufftcent a second ge,~er.~1tor s~ould be irrsta~led. 

vi) facilities for nlay-inr; ~adln' nton be prov~ dodo 

JKR engineer in Lahad Dat~will work out ~~a v~ri3tions for 
submissiono I 

C)' fublem for SR~vCC' S Vehicles· 

KIV 

d) Employment of Research Officer and Project 
Coordinator 

Advertisements were ~laced in the New Straits Times and star 
~n Semenanjung on th~ 26 anQ 27 A~ril 1987 .. 

e) ~st~blishment of Posts Required 

The Secretariat has subqaitted to the Director of Est;:lblishment 
D request for t'"1e establishment of all :)osta required by SR~'JCCo 
In'view or" the im 1londing move t() include \1/ildl if~ Section 
under the Ministry of Touria~ and Environmental Development 
the Ministry h~s de~ided that the establishment of all ryosts 
be KIV for the time being. 

.00/3 
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f) Pro,osed .Joint ConservAtif)n/q'<"\'-~~f.lrch Station ~')f S1'/CC 
~nd i~~dlife Secti.on ')f the F0,c'.::.stry Dc-pto 

The meeting res;)lved thpt as a j-:)int visit hClS not been mode 
to the proposed si tG Sli'JCC would go a~oF.ld ' .. li th its :Jwn " 
pr)posal first 0 

g) Impr~st Account 

This mat tor hr-ls not been fin ,-:"I 1 i St~d.. H~)\'iever, arrnngar:lents 
have been made wi "h the District Officer in Lf.-lhad DEltu whereby 
they ~Iill sponsor ;:mr~hases to ',e "JsdG by S~l'JCG 0 

h) ~chase of 3rd Vehicle .. _ .. _0 

It \oras rec~mmended t,at a 4-~"heel dri V8 flc::t dack vehicle be 
pur chFl sed 0 This is required to carry the trnns,?,:)rt crateo 
Quotati0ns ~nd specificnti:)ns t.,ill ha ',1btni,ned o 

i) Married Quarters 

The meeting agreed that ')rDV1Sl:)n for married '1unrters be 
made in the 1988 budget. 

The Executive Secretnry informed the meeting th~t there are 
no suitable alarm device av~ilable for such an ") ;1eration. 

k) \veighing· Scale 

Only b..ro quotntions hrlve bean recei v.;-do The Ministry has 
requested for 5 quotationso The Secrt}t~riat to ~ttempt 
getting quotations from Snra\'lnk and Sei1dnnnjunr;o 

1 ) ~in, H!)rn and Bones 0 f the Linb."="\r "Rhino 

The meeting res<:ll ved that the skin, horn and bones of the 
Linbar Rhino be the' pro';Jerty of SR1.cJCC but kept .for dis·:.11ay 
in the mUaeUJ!l. An agreement to this effect wil.1 be dral,m 
up and signed:by both ?artieso 

The m~atin;~ adopted the ')ro'")')s~d budget review of 1987 .. 
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VIo A~option of Proposed 1988 Budg~~ 

The meeting amend,ed the proposed budget as follmvs: 

a) Other Charges, annually recu.r:-rent 

Increase to $15,000 (additional $10,000). 

~30tOOO to be deleted. 

b).· ~p~c!..al Expenditure 
.... ---"' .... 

i) Truok 

One 3 ton truck for it38,OOO-be deleted 

ii) ~-1ater Tanker Traliers (not only one brit all01}\1 for more) 
._ .... _-- I --....-.--

$4,950 be deleted 

c) Infrastructure 

To make provision for:-

i) Enclosure and facilities for 10 animals - $250,600 

ii) Staff Family Quarters - 1100,000 

The Proposed bud~et for 1988 would therefore be $1,025,292.95 

The meeting then ado;)ted the proposed budget subject to 
the above amendments. 

VII. Briefin~~~~ Encik Mohd o Tajuddin Abdullah 

Encik Mohd o Tajuddin Abdullah· briefed the meeting Ba fnllmis:-

Intensiv~. orientation training (theory and Pr~ctical) were 
giv~~ to the Sabah Rhino field team by three personnel from 
the ltJildlife and National Parks of tt,e Federal Dept. who were: 

/' . 
/ 

Encik Mohd. Tajuddin Abdullah (Pegawai ~en~usan B~dak 
Ibu Pejabat, KualR Lumptir) 

.... /5 
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Encik Sh . .,hruddin Othmnn (':)e:·lJi~l'nr,. Hidu ~n 'Li '~:i', 
Ibu ::>e j~bat KU0L'1 LUr.l;Jur) and 

The trv.ining w~s f:->r ten dnys" (23/'~/87 - 2/5/87) co"'rie·-! 6ut ct~y 
nnd nL'5ht 0 The )UY' ·:)sp of the intensive orient8tion Wns t,.) tr,~in 

the S1HCC st2ff and to instil a '))sitive gttitude in their vnrk. 
Every ~el"s:)n \'1"5 1eleg:"'ted duties t·,,) be :lssisted by 9n '?SSistFlnt 0 

The Sabah Rhino st£l ff involved \'{ere:-

1) Jinli Derijin - Team Le.~!1er 

2) Kasturi Engk'mg ) 
) c.3:?ture har?.~f.::!re 

3) '.:1nl ter Gusui ) 

4) Lam m').5·!J h ) 
) water supply 

5) Jaaf.~r Ht1ndog ) 

6) tToSei,h ) " 

) electricity & li2;hts 
7) j:/illiam /.loysius ) 

8) l.rsiq H?rt1z·sh ) rO'1es & c.~r,?enter 

9) t1oh:'3.mmad Temenggong ) c~r:?enter & c")·")k 

10) \-/akijoh ) 
) . ,vehicle, winch & !'ulley 

11) :-1illiarn ~1atakim ) 

Tr~ining c·:)vered were: 

1) Explanati·)n ~nd correct use of cDpture e'~-lui ment such as chain 
block, cr'.1l!lbar, winch, rnechonicnl :-lrill, '",~ter ';>um~ en!~ine, 
generator, chainsnw, tyin.g ')f ro~?es, u-shackles, cGr"Jent.ry 
t'):)ls, )ulley, atc .. 

2) i) Buildinr.: ':1f tr~nsport crate and moving the cr,~tc fr~m the 
jun~let etc .. 

ii) Training :)n loadin~ the tr!):Ps:lOrt crtJte onto the vehicle 
E\nd unlo~din~ it fr")m t'~e !ehicle .. 

3) Day and night inten6iv~ training in: 

i) cutting l0~6 ')f 6" diametre, 8-9' 1011g - 100 ~J')leso 
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ii) building t\>/:1 shades Rnd !.:.~. '; - '"'-:-·.)und the ;i t: tr~). 

iii) usin~ the chnin block between two poles to lift the 
trans')ort crnte ·')nt:) and aff the lick-ujJ 1 :rry. 

4) i) the most d~ngcrous attemJt w~s to brin; the trBDS}Ort 
cr~te Across the Kinabatangc:m river:>n a 8~lf-mD.de raft. 

ii) Buildinrr, the raft with nylon r')'"'les, ')lYW')od, logs and 
bl!,') rlrums. 

5) Briefin.~ by e~.'~h w~rk group le~der to t'1eir t·~!"lr.1o This \·ms 
t) ~ssess whetl-Ier they understnnd their indivi .1u t:\1 t~sko 

6) i) Hethods on the best ~-I:=t.ys of treeking rhin.')s.. and 
inform~tion ~n the rhin~ts bRbits ~nd their W?y )f 
ef\ting. 

ii) Modification of tra?so 

Throughout the duration of the training, all S~bah Rhino staff 
'>Jere coo 1erative, e'?tQ:ec" to learn and shored their kn')\"led!~e ,)n the 
ways 'Jf capturing rhinos. f\'."~reness of the fl3ct tlHlt one rhino 
had escaped and one hfld ·:~ied in the pit:-tra ~ hH8 given the Sabah 
Rhin0 st:;lff furt'1er enthusiaSM and determinati~")n t,) capture a 
rhin~,!> 

At the end of the trnining, ?rizos we~e ~iven to the 3.best 
~)articipants: -

i) best 0varall trainee : Wakijoh 

ii) new ideas, ~)ro r)osal Rnd eagerness t() learn : !-raid Hemzah 

iii) effort to irtll)rOve quality of 1'/ork : Ln:~llnshr-lh 

Pit-Tra'JS 

Encik Tajuddin informed the meeting that the tr3~)S hAVP. been 
modified and that a 4th pit-tra~ had been ~u~ 4' wide, 8' long, 
6' deep with 4' ·,)f bumpera' 

Tfiird Team Leader /' 
t' 

He a180 recommended that snwcc should h?v9 a third Team Lea~er. 
The meeting confirmed that Encik Mohadi f.n1au will provide S!1I~CC 
two of his men - Encik Stetihen Sir~h or Sioon Ambi and Encik 
Samlmladon Pilik. 
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A mQck YJeration shoulct be r: ... ~r;:m!7a-;:l t) give further ~x :·osure:nd 
tr~ining to the Fiel] Ta~Do 

Vis.i ts to Base Caml) 

It was recommen·-Ied th8t me~bers "If the Technical Sub-Co!"!lmi tV~G 
3nd the Executive Secretnry visi t the b~S3 camp re~ul~rlyo 

Numbers of Animals in Sukau 

Frmn recAnt survey it is be liev2d th qt the;:'e are 3 Ol;" 4 animals 
rOF.!ming ~rounr1 Su..l{.:m 0 -----

VIII. Renctiv.=3tion of Tra:):?inrs O~ler::ltions 

Encik Tajudrlin informed the meeting that S'R~/CC llas suffici. -1nt 
manpower and facilities to ')i18rGte only one trD::>~:dng ~rea '~'t 
a time. 

The m'eeting therefore ~cs ··lved thnt ranctive.tion of the trm:r",ing 
o~arations be in the S'c )n(l t~eek af Hay 1987 in Suk.nuo Ten tr·~ps 
\ofill be sat 0 . ,/ 

'Considert1tion for ret;ctiv:!tion of tra1 ·tng 0 .:3r~ti)ns W.3re baseci 
on ~he f~llowing ~e~sons:-

1,. .Three personl1els nrri.ved from Kuala Lun1;.:·ur from the V/il~llife 
·.and National Parks on 20 f.pril, 19R70 They are ~ 
Encik Mohdo Tajuddin i.bdullah, Head of the Rhino Mllnngement 
Unit in Kual~ Lum,.mr, Encik r.tohdo Shah who') is an expert in 
cr,:lte makine: and Encik Shahruddin Othman, ~n expert in trap 
makingo 

20 The Field Team hps been :jre·~)~re(l by Encik ?1ohd o TDjuddino 

3. They hnve been :)re;!ared to h.~.ndle the anim,'ll in the trp') prior 
to arrival 0f the axperts o 

4. They hnve undergone four mock operationso 

5,. They hEl.vG als'O undet'g;)n~ an J~~)er:1ti 'n to t·9.ke the tr:::lnsynrt 
cr~te across the Sun0ni Kin~batnngnn nn a rAft. 

/' 

./ 
6. They hnve been tr.qined t.:l use all aquipnents neC.3ssnr y f:)r 

ca·)ture. 

7. There llre sufficient cllPture e1ui ment nnd b~se cam? fflcilities. 
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80 F--jur members )f the te·,\l'!l h[lv;:- -.. - '1" .1 r.-c-:: ine cl. to i.p".:<:e tr'"!nspvrt .. 
. crntes o One tr3ns:)Ort cr:'te l8 .r:'i·:?.:d·,r 3nd .:In Jther is ~eing 
bnilto f.s trn~) :ing ;) ·.er,~ti:~n "lill ,)nly be c)nc\.~ntrc.ted in 
~ne area the t"J.J veh; clee SR\1CC h.3ve currently Dre sufficient 
f·:lr this operationo 

9. stockade in Sej}ilok \rlill be rd·3dy t·) nee ").~m ),:19te 'the anim~l 0 

100 The 1-..:rr:.1Y hDS 0180 P e.Jged to ':)r'Jvide air trnns'~')ortati)n for 
the Technic~l Team to )roceed to c~~ture nrea ~n immeniote 
notice o 

Veterin~y Bock-~.u:~ Service 
j 

The meeting was informed thnt the DireC~2x---,)f JabRtnn Perkhict'1l~tnn 
Hai,..,an and Peru8ahaan TGrna.1{ Kotn Kine.baIu has agre:;d to allow 
Dr. Baitun Pusingan, Veterinary Officer f;)r Tawnu, to ~ssist 
Dr. Edwin Bosi when required. 

Encik Ibrahim bin HokhtF.l.r did not· p.gree t:) SRWCC t S rC'luest f~r 
the' services of Dr. Hichael Lee, Dr.. Peter Lea or Dr '! ,,":.odul H~l-im 
l'-1echor. 

Sepilok St")ckat.ie 

The meeting ~equested the Hi lcllife Section of the Forestry De~:"\rtment 
to m6dify the wallow' in the Se~)i10k St,)ckade and t:") clear a ?p.ssage­
way so that the· vehicle ccrrying th~ trF.1nsport. cr~te could r ~Dch 
the at lckade. The Executi"e SecrettJry will seek the nS':istance of 
Jirn tq mC:lke the clearance for the pnss~gew.~y .. 

IX.... Any Other Business 

a) Television for B~8e Camp 

The meeting resol v~d thnt c:\ c:)1 ')ur 14" t eIevisi 'In set be 
-;!urchased for the b.~8e car.l~.'\" 

b) Dr. Charles S~ntia)illai 

The Executive Secretnry received u letter fr'~m Dr" Charles 
Snntiapil~ai requesting information )n rhinos and elephsnts 
in S~lbah to be BGnt to him. Dr. S~ntia1Jillrli PoIso infJrmed the 
Executive Secretnry that he l·':'luld be visiting Sab3h. s'jme time 
this year and t'TOuld l~ke to meet \"i th some key individuals 
to discuss ·conservation iAf8ues. 

( 

The meeting resolved thnt we m~ke avnilDble.to Dr. SantiDpillai 
"A Faunnl Survey of SDbah" c('jr-r-i.~d out by Dr. Junaidi ?~yne 
and Glen Davies in 19820 The Secretariat would als~ refer him 
t:.) the relevrmt individuals (")n his visit to Snbah. 

•. 0/9 
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~) Vote of Thnnks 

The r.:Jeetin:s recnrded SlHJCC t S th::;mks and n~Y.~r'"}ci~:tion to ~ncik 
Hohd. Khnn anrl his st~ff, Encik Tnjuddin, Encik Sh~hru~l'":lin 

Othman and Enc ik M:jhDmed' Bh r.th f.:'r their gre:-.:t support £In:j 
he1) they rGnder t~") SR,;1CC, ~md es~ecia.lly f~)r giving _.a~[-y t lleir 
?erson~l belonging's ns prizes to thl~E;e best achievers of the 
trainingo 

The meeting t=ldjourned F.lt 3.25 l)omc. 

-.-

... 

.... 

..' 

~ 

~' •.. , 
' .. :.. 
.:";. 
~~ 

'.-. ~;'.".':. ;' 

1;'·· 
' .. ~ 

"% 

l 
~::'. 
~ l
·~ 

~ .•.•... 

>J 

l :j 

~
r.'.: .' 
"'" 

1 

~.~.: .• 

~J 

1 
t.' 
"'~I 

J 

f". 

f , 
.1 

i.,:_ ,t.: .. 



r 
.J 
r 
\' L 
I 
r 
r 
I 
r 

i 
J 

~ 
j 

.J 

r 
; 
J 

r 
\ 
J 

r 
J 
r 

i , 
.~ 

r 
I 

I 

r 
! 

.i 

r 
I .. 

j 

r 
j 

r, 
J 

r 
i 

. .J 

r 
j 

i 
l 

.::-~ 

r 
j 

r 

.~ 

.~. 

Galapagos fires shed light on slower ·burning issues 

-'~l 
;, . 'I::'~~!?i~~' 

- --.:..- -.-

The volcanic terrain of the Galapagos. PhOlO: WWF 

Negotiations are underway between [UCN and the S\~'edish government to obtain financial 
assistance for rehabilitation of some 300 square kilometres of burned land on Isabela 
Island in the Gaiapagos Archipelago, as well as for possible support for farmers in the 
region. says Ole Hamaim, IUCN's Plants <?fficer. . 

The fires which raged for several weeks In March a~d Apnl on both lsabela an~ San 
Cristoballslands are out except for some still-smouldering areas, Hamann reported In late 
~ay. He adds that on Is~bela the fire was so severe that it destroyed the soil and any seeds 
that were growing on it and small animal species that lived there. 

Hamann reports that the Government of Ecuador is now setting in motion the process 
of creating firebreaks on the north-western part of lsabela near the volcano. He says the 
breaks would ensure that both nearby farming areas and the habitats of giant tortoises and 
land iguanas are protected from future fires. 

The fires have been widely reported as a wildlife catastrophe. But they may have more 
positive effects in the long tenn. say~ Har,nann, who is als? Vi~ Preside~t of the Charles 
Darwin Foundation. which runs a biological research statIOn an the archipelago. 

Hamann points out that the loss of any numbers of any of the islands' wild animals like 
the Sierra Negra subspecies of the Galapagos Giant Tortoise would indeed be a cruel blow. 
But none of the main centres of wildlife populations in the islands was affected by the 
blaze, he says. The islands include several active volcanoes and are quite often drought­
ridden. so have always been prone to fire. But the plants and animals of the Galapagos 
have adapted to this ages·old pressure and their populations have shown themselves able to 
recover in a few years from the effects even of big fires. 

Unesco (which administers the World Heritage Convention, under which the Galapagos 
are a listed natural site) has already pledged $10,000 from the World Heritage Assistance 
Fund to help rehabilitate the officially protected areas affected by the fire. It doesn't 
sound like a lot. But in rehabilitation work it could go a long way on Galapagos, says 
[UCN protected areas authority Jim ThorselL ., 

Larger injections of financial support from concerned conservation groups like WWF-
1 apan and WWF-Germany were pledged mainly to help with wildlife rescue operations. 
But much of the money could go to aid the work of habitat restoration. IUCN and "'!WF 
have several projects under way in the islands in the hands of the Galapagos National 
Parks Service and the Charles Darwin Research Station. None of the project sites has been 
affected by the fire and there is much expertise available for restoration of the natural en­
\'ironment on Isabela and San Cristobal. 
All this, however, still spells little cheer for the damaged island$" human inhabitants. Set­
llement in the Galapagos is a contentious issue. But the farmerS are there to stay and the 
Ecuador Government has worked to make settlement compatible with nature protection in 
the islands. Starting afresh on Isabela may offer an opportunity to funher this ideal. But 
any improvement in the official approach to land use there \Yillcost money and Ecuador. 
though an oil producer, has little to spare for the task. . .. .. 

One way of boosting revenues which has been proposed by s~me Ecuadonan pohllclans 
is the development of large-scale recreational type tourism in the Galapagos. At last year's 
General Assembly of IUCN' in Madrid. a resolution was passed calling on Ecuador to 
Quash any such development. Ecuador's President Febres Cordero responded recently by 
promising that his government would do all it could to; " ... preserve the natural balance of 
the islands· ecosystems and protect them from harmful human influences.·' Few can-doubt 
that the long-term prospects for keeping the islands in good ecological shape rely on 
Ecuador's firm and systematic approach to the task of keeping tourism and settlement 
within sensible limits, for ~e'sake of human and wildljfe interests alikc;.. Q 

A fuller account of the GaJapagosfires appears'in liJeN, Feature Siot~~; Pack 1985/2, ob-
tainable from the Bulletin office. . 
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Pere David's deer 
Or Hartmullungius, head of [UCN's Pro­
ject Services, and Or A_ Loudon of the 
London Ecological Society went to China 
in March to follow up a 1984 mission which 
saw WWF and IUCN join the Chin,ese 
government in a project to re-introduce 
Pere I}avid's Deer into the country, The 
deer, named for the missionary-naturalist 
Pere Armand David, has the antlers of a 
deer, the hoofs of a cow, the neck of a 
camel and the tail of a horse -
characteristics reflected in its Chinese name 
'SSupu-hsiang' meaning the· 'Four 
Unlikes'. Il is believed to have been extinct 
in the wild for more than 200 years. 

After the first mission, the Chinese took 
responsibility for the task of finding a 
suitable reserve for the deer. Their final 
choice is an area near Oa-Feng of 
1,000-1,500 hectares, covered with forests. 
grasslands, wetlands, ponds, canals and 
ditches which will provide a ideal terrain 
for the deer after some replanting designed 
to make sure the deer"s preferred food 
plants are well represented in the . local 
vegetation by the time the animals are 
released. 

The next step, which Dr Jungius says will 
probably be the most difficult, is to acquire 
the forty or so deer needed to get the 
reserve herd started. Within the next few 
weeks discussions to settle this question wiU 
be held between the various zoological 
gardens in Great Britain interested in' pro­
viding the deer. The meeting will also deter­
mine how the deer will be transponed to 
China. IUCN and WWF will panicipate 
and provide background infonnation on 
the selected site. 

"The Chinese authorities consider this 
their most important deer conservation 
project," said Or Jungius. "The deer have 
been extinct in China for a long time. It is 
their desire to have them back, but not in a 

Pere David 's deer. Photo: W'\'F. \'ollmar 
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1986 seems likely (0 be a red-letter year for reintroduction and captive breeding projects. 
Though perennial controversy surrounds such exercises, which many see as meddling in 
natural selection,· the success of model schemes like Operation Oryx may have turned the 
tide of opinion in favour of giving other species the chance to reclaim native habitats, 
especially in cases where human (therefore mutable) factors rather than irresistible natural 
pressures are driving or have already driven species into exile and technical extinction. 

Three outstanding projects involving reintroduction. captive breeding or both, are now 
under way and timed to reach their peak next year. They concern Pere David's Deer in 
China, the Sumatran Rhino in Indonesia and Malaysia and the Przewalski Horse in the 
Peoples' Republic of Mongolia. . 
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safari park; they should go back to a semi­
wild environment. 1n fact, about five 
kilometres away from the site where they 
will be located, antlers have been 
discovered. indicating that the species lived 
in the area a couple of hundred years ago," 
he said. 

The final stages of the project (fencing 
and enclosure-building on the final site) 
will go ahead once the deer-owners have 
agreed to provide the animals required and 
as soon as transport has been arranged. If 
things go according to plan, the first herd 
of 'Four Unlikes' could be back in the wilds 
of China in March or April of 1986. 

Kingdom for a horse 
The only truly 'wild' horse of recent times 
ranged over the steppes of Central Asia. 
Called Przewalski's Horse, it probably 
became extinct in the wild in the late 1970s 
though reports are still heard of survivors 
in very remote areas. 

A few indIviduals were taken into cap­
tivity some time ago and, though some 
genetic contamination through inter­
breeding with domestic stock is known to 
have occurred since then, the world's 
Przewalski Horse breeders have worked 
hard to 'breed out' this contamination and 
to keep the remaining captive population ·of 
this species physically and genetically 
viable. The world studbook, started in 
1959, now shows a total population of 
around 600 animals in about 100 locations, 
mostly lOOS, in many parts of the world. 

Pruwalski's Horse. 

Now the dream of reintroducing the 
horse into its natural range, where it can 
run wild and once more undergo the rough­
and-tumble of natural selection (removed 
from which it remains a genetic resource of 
little account) may be set to become a reali­
ty. A workshop held in Moscow from 29-31 
May brought 25 specialists from Europe, 
North America, the Peoples' Republic of 
Mongolia and the USSR together to discuss 
steps which could be taken to reintroduce 
the species to the wild in Mongolia. IUCN, 
UNEP, the USSR Centre for International -
Projects and FAO are prime movers of the 
plan. "Steps agreed at the workshop seem 
sound and practicable but not simple, easy 
or quick," says (UCN's Robert SCOU, Ex­
ecutive Officer of the Species Survival 
Commission, "so stay tuned!" . 0 

New hope 
for 'woolly' rhino 

For years conservationists have been anx­
ious about the fate of the elusive Sumatran 
rhino - sometimes kr.own as the ·woolly' 
rhino. The estimated 850 of these unique 
creatures left in the world face extinction 
because of hunting and human population 
pressure in their native Thailand, Indonesia 
and Malaysia. But their day may now have 
been saved by a bold conservation plan in­
volving the Indonesian' and Malaysian 
governments and several zoos in Britain 
and the United States. 

Plloto: WWF/Bannikov 
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Sumalran rhino. Photo: Nico van Slrien 

Under the programme, the rhino will 
receive better protection in sufficiently 
large areas of.its natural habitat. There will 
be a captive breeding programme to 
preserve its genetic diversity in its home 
countries, as well as in North America and 
Europe. An education programme will be 
launched to enhance public awareness of 
the rhino's plig~.t and to geti~r.ate support 
for its conservation. --

Agreement on the programme has been 
provisionally reached between represen­
tatives of the Indonesian and Malaysian 
governments, the American Association of 
Zoological Parks and Aquaria (AAZP A), 
and Howlett's and Port Lympne zoo parks 
in Britain. In America, it is hoped to have 
rhinos at San Diego, Los Angeles, Cincin­
nati and New York zoos. 

Dr Nico van Strien, a Dutch mam­
mologist who has been appointed Coor­
dinator of the programme, says the rhino is 
an extremely difficult animal to find, let 
alone study or capture. He ha9 to rely on 
tracks, feeding signs, and other evidence 
during his research in Gunung Leuser. He 
claims a world record of sightings - three 
in four years. 

Because the aim, above all, is to conserve 
the rhino in the wild, trapping will be con­
fined to 'doomed t animals - those occurr­
ing as small isolated populations with no 
future because their habitat cannot be 
preserved. There are risks in the captive 
breeding programme, for there is very little 
experience of handling Sumatran rhinos in 
zoos, although Indian and both kinds of 
African rhinos have been successfully bred. 

"We shall have to learn a lot, tI says Dr 
van Stden. "But the rhinos we capture will 
be those subject to greater risks in the wild 
than in captivity. We shall decide on a case­
by-case basis. If there is good chance for an 
animal to contribute to breeding in the 
wild. we shall leave it there." 

Because rhino horn. is fetching. higher 
and higher prices as it becomes rarer there 
is still hunting for the Sumatran rhin~. But 
Dr van Strien says the art is dying out. And 
in a rather strange twist,. some former 
poachers may be e~loyed· in the coming 
programme because they have the stamina 
to r~main in the .forest for the long periods 
necessary to locate rhinos. 0 
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