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ATTENTION DR JOHN RAXMKNE PAYNCE - _
EVERYTHING ON SCHEDULE. ARRIVE KOTAKINABALU 24 APRIL. SAHDAXKAN 25

APRIL. 1T DEVELOPS AMOTHER PERSON FROW AAZPA (BILL 2EIGLER) CAN
ARCCOMPANY ME., BELIEVE WOULD BE VERY BENEFICIAL. ANY PROBLEM FOR YOU
If THERE ARE TWO OF US? PARKINSOH HAS RESPONDED. WILL VISIT HIM IM
PHILIPPINES 20-23 APRIL. STATES HE CANNOT ACCOMPANY ME TO SABAH 1IN
APRIL OR MAY, BUT WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR RHINO ACTIVITY BY LATE
JUNE, .
WILL MEGOTIATE WITH HIM FURTHER IN PHILIPPINES, PLEASE CONFIRH
RECELPT OF CABLEGRAW. SEE YOU SOON. .

TOM FOOSE, CABLE MZIO0, WINNESOTA EOOLOGICAL GARDENS, APPLE
VALLEY -MN i .
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Forest Vepartment,
P.0.Box 311,
Landakan,

Sabah, Malaysia,

L.

9 HMarch 1983

'Dr Thomas Foose,

MAZPA Conservation Couxlinator,
Minnesota Zoological tiarden,
Hpple Valley,

MN 55124, U.S.A.

Dear Tom,

Thanks for your letters, with enclosures, of 18/2/83,
I did receive your cahlegram prior to that, I and Fatrick
Andau share an office: the telex numbér for both of us is
MA B2016.

Your revised dates are suitalde- for us here. To date,
I have had no response from Tony Parkinson, apart from a note
dated 31/1/83, saying that he hopes you will visit him in
Mindoro; there are no guidelines as to when he will be
available, I hope that you have written to Tony Ihdicatihg
29 March am a likely date of arrival., I shall write to
him again, anyway, giving this date as your likely arrival
in Philippines.

“Clive Marsh will not be in Kota Kinabalu {K.X.) when

yeu arrive, unless you are delayed in Philippines until
~after 4 April. As far as I know, the only flights from
Manila to Sabah are the daily Malaysian Rirline System
(MAS) flights leaving Hanila at 16.00 hrs, This arrives
in K.K. just before 18.00 hrs - too late for the last
L flight from X.K to Sandakan., You will have to stay
A in K.K, for the night and fly on to S5andakan the following
: morning. Sabah 4s about the must expensive state in
South-east asia. Recommended hotels would be :
Borneo Hotel - this is a few minutes drive from the
airport and near the beach., X.K. town is a 5 km drive
away. 1 night is probably about M$110,
K.I.H. = in K,K town, the best hotel, about M$140,

Both of these hotels are often fully booked by
early eveninges Cheap, basic hotels cost about 11540,
There are many: almost all taxi drivers know them,

e R T e L

Let me know your LE.T.A. in Sabah and S5andakan; but
incase you are unexpectedly delayed in Phlllpplnes I will
just wait in Sandakan, During office hours, get a taxi
from the airport to Forest Yepartment, mile 6. (About
M$8 fare); or, better, phone me or Patrick (660726 or
660811 extn. 148) so that we can collect you. Outside
office hours, phone Patrick at home, 660497, He will
probably know where I am, " :

Regarda </j;P;k_ ﬁ

' ‘”gqﬁ. ;_ Jghn Payne¢v .
L _ S el R 7 '
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American Association of Zoological Parks and Aquarium

EXECUTIVE OFFICE AT GGLEBAY PARK, WHEELING, WV 26003-1688 (304) 242-2160

DATE: 18 February 1983

REPLY TO: Thomas J. Foose, Ph.D.
BAZPA Conservation Coordinator
1S1S Office
Minnesota Zoological Garden
Apple Valley, MN 55124
(612) 432-9010, Ext. 255

Dr. Jchn Payne )
Wildlife Section
Forest Department
P.0. Box 311
Sandakan, Sabah
Malaysia -

Dear John:

Hopefully you received my cablegram concerning adjustment of my

travel plans to coordinate better with everyone's commitments

and constraints, including my own. Enclosed is a copy of my

Tetter to Patrick Andau discussing the important points about

my proposed {hopefully impending) visit. [ now propose to

arrive in Sandakan on 1 April after an attempted rendezvous

with Tony Parkinson in the Philippines. My tentative departure

from the United States would be 28 March. I will know by 7 March

if everything is approved at this end and will notify you immediately.

The- only other items I want tc communicate to you directly are:

(1) I greatly appreciate all the information you provided

t and in particular your careful review of my rough
proposal. The next draft, which I will have by the
time of my visit, will be revised to refiect all of
this feedback. :

(2} Some more perspective on Nico Van Strien's position

' toward captive propagation has -become avaiiable.
Enclosed are copies of letters from and to him

. indicating that he is apparently rather support-

ive as long as a captive project does not serious-
ly impair field efforts to preserve the rhino in
the wild. The AAZPA wants to avoid that problem
at ali costs.. I am encouraged by Nico's letter.

(3) Rod Flynn is going to visit with me next week to
provide more background for me based on his ex-
perience in Malaysia. 1 am hopeful that one
result that might emerge from the current flurry

- of activity is formulation of more of a.masterplian
for the Sumatran rhino over its entire range.

»

A nonprofit, tax-exempt orgenization dedicated to the advancement of zoo{ogical
parks and aguariums for conservation, education, scientific studies and recreation.
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Dr. John Payne
18 February 1983
Page Two

s - Tat ____T __”_:3:

From the rough draft of the minutes of the SSC
Asijan Rhino Group's 1982 meeting and the comments
of various persons involved with the species, such
a strategic action plan does not yet seem to have
been daveloped very far.

3

Thanks again for all your advice and assistance so far. I am
eagerly anticipating a visit with you. Your proffered hospitality
while I'm in Sabah is especially appreciated. '

I1'11 be in contact in early March as soon as my plans are finalized.
In the meantime any assistance you can provide in facilitating
communication with Tony Parkinson would be most helpful. (What are
your sentiments about the letter of interest from Robert 0liver?)

Warmest regards,
cc”ff‘KFE:;;:__-

Thomas 4. Foose, Ph.D.
AAZPA Conservation Coordinator

AMERICAN ABSOGIATION
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE AT OGLEBAY PARK, WHEELING, WV 26003-1688 (304) 242-2160

DATE: 18 February 1983

REPLY TO: Thomas J. Foose, Ph.D.
AAZPA Conservation Coordinator
1S1S Office

m%s PadTA s Minnesota Zoological Garden

AMERICAN ASSOCIATI
SWNIEYADY ONY SN

Apple Valley, MN 55124
- (612) 432-9010, Ext. 255

' Patrick M. Andau

“H Office of the Chief Game Warden
Jabatan Kehutanan

Peti Surat 311

Sandakan -

Sabah, Malaysia

Dear.Mr. Andau: - —

Thank you very much for your letter of 27 January 1983. As you
know, I am also in receipt of correspondence of 12 January from

Dr. John Payne. I am extremely anxious to visit Sabah in the
Spring to explore further with you the possibility of the AAZPA -
assisting with development of a captive propagation projeft for - —
Sumatran rhino. ' _

- - . For several reasons, it does appear that a slight adjustment of
my previously proposed schedule will be advised. I would now
propose to arrive in Sabah on 1 April for the two weeks you have
recommended for my visit. This schedule would seem to coordinate -
with the time considerdtions John Payne and you have described.
Hopefully, this new plan will be acceptable to you and others -
with whom I should consult in Sabah. I would be arriving from
the Philippines and would procead directly to Sandakan. The
final decision by the AAZPA on plans and funds for my trip should
be delivered on 7 March. 1 will notify you. immediately via cable-~
gram with details at that time. Incidentally, is Telex communication

with your office possible? If so, please provide me with your Telex
number. -

After my visit to Sabah, I'm hopeful I can proceed onto West Malaysia
to reconnoiter the rhino situation there and to confer with Mohd. Khan.
While the AAZPA is interested to commence and concentrate any captive
propagation project in Sabah, we believe that extension of the program,
if possible, to West Malaysia may be beneficial. Indeed, what would
seem optimal is the development of a masterplan for the Sumatran rhino
that would encompass the entire range of the species {at least Malaysia
and Indonesia) and incorporate both wild and captive populations. En-
closed is a copy of a letter I have directed to Mohd. Khan informing
him of our interests and proposal. I have assumed the liberty of -
suggesting that in his capacity as the Malaysian representative of

the IUCN SSC Asian Rhino Group he might visit Sabah while I am there.

A nonprofit, fax-exempt organization dedicaled 1o the advancement of yoological
porks and aguariums for conservation, educaiion, scientific studies and recreation.




Patrick M. Andauy
18 February 1983
Page Two

If a project on captive propagation can be developed, it will be -
coristructive, perhaps critical, to recruit all the expertise i
available for the capture operat1ons Tony Parkinson has been

highly recommended by a great number of persons as someone who-

could provide valuable assistance with capture operations for

rhinos. As you know, he has been involved with the captive

propagation project on tamarou in the Phi11pp1nes This project

is ev1dent1y very successful. Parkinson is reputedly very skill-

ful in the capture of large mammals under tropical forest conditions.

At the least, I am hopeful I can visit with him in the Philippines

en route to Sabah It would also seem beneficial if he might accom-

pany me to Sabah to advise on Tegistical aspects of a capture opera-

tion. Further, if he could and should become involved, perhaps at

the end of my trip to South East Asia (i.e. in May after I've been

to Sabah, West Malaysia, and Indonesia where I want to visit Gunung

Leuser for perspective), it might be possible and desirable for you

and perhaps another wildlife officer to accompany me on a visit to the

tamaou project in the Ph111pp1nes

A1l of this would depend upon, among other.considerations, Parkinson's
availibility. Unfortunately, to date I have not been able to establish —
contact with him. I have directed letters to him at three different _
addresses, two of which John Payne recommended. But there has yet been

i no response. Dr., Payne has evidently been in preliminary contact with
Parkinson and he has indicated an interest in visiting Sabah. I would
appreciate your views on involving Parkinson and if favorab]e, any fur-
ther assistance you and/or John Payne might provide in facilitating
communications-with him. :

As an alternative or addition to Parkinson, another person Robert Oliver
with apparently good qualifications has recently contacted me to indi-
cate interest in participating in any project. He evidently has much
experience with large mammals, although -not too much on rhinos, in

Asia. Enclosed is a copy of the letter and curriculum vitae from him.
Your comments are invited.

Again, I greatly appreciate the opportunity to visit Sabah to explore
a possible project involving the AAZPA on the Sumatran rh1no I am
anxiously anticipating my trip.

Best regards,

— Vovn (oS

Thomas J. Foose, Ph.D.
AAZPA Conservation Coordinator

TJF/stp
cc: John Payne

:
§
:

waINYNbY dRY SHAY,
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American Association of Zoological Parks an__d_ Aquariums

EXECUTIVE OFFIGE AT OGLEBAY PARK, WHEELING, WV 250031858 (304) 242:2160

DATE: 17 February 1983

REPLY TO: Thomas J. Foose, Ph.D.
AAZPA Conservation Coordinator
ISIS Office '
Minnesota Zoological Garden
Apple Valley, MN 55124
(612) 432-9010, Ext.255

Mohd Khan b. Momin. Khan )
Director-General ', ¢
Department of Wildlife and National Parks of Ma]ays1a

. Block K-20/Jalan Duta

Kuala Lumpur, {West) Malaysia
Dear Mr. Khan:

The American Association of Zoological Parks and Aguariums (AAZPA)
is the professional erganization of the 175 zoos and aquar1ums in
the United States and Canada I am the Conservation Coordinator
for the AAZPA, S

The AAZPA is committed to conservation as its major abjective..
Accordingly, the AAZPA is developing a strategic program, the
Spec1es Survival Plan (SSP), for propagation of endangered species
in North American zoos. The primary purpose of these captive prop-
agation programs is to reinforce wild populations. Thus, it is our
goal that the SSP can' be an integral part of a global strategy for
wildlife conservation that will incorporate both wild and captive
populations and programs. '

Naturally, the family Rhinocerotidae is receiving the highest pri-
ority-by the SSP. Four species representing the living genera of
the family have been designated for development of SSP programs:
Indian (Rhinoceros unicornis), black (Diceros bicornis), white
(Ceratotherium simum}, and Asian two-horned or Sumatran (Dicero-
rhinus sumatrensis). Enclosed is a copy of paper I presented at
an International Rhino Symposium at the London Zoological Society
last August. This paper will explain our program in more detail.

The AAZPA is extremely concerned about the Sumatran rhino. It is
our belief that a program of captive propagation could greatly
enhance the valiant efforts to preserve this species in the wiid.

Our proposal would be to attempt to establish a captive propagation
program for this species by collecting animals located outside the
main popu]at1uns and protectable sanctuaries. From our preliminary
investigations {(including reports from Schenkel, Fiynn and Abdullah,
Andau and Payne, Van Strien, and Borner), there would seem to be a
relatively large number of_such remnants distributed over the rarge

A nonprofit, tax-exempt organization dedicated to the advancement of zeological
parks and aquariums for conservation, education, scientific stirdies and recreation.
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Mohd Khan b. Momin Khan
17 February 1983
Page Two

of the species in Sabah, West Malaysia, and Sumatra. It seéms
unlikely these remnants will contribute to the survival of the
species because (1) they are too small and isolated to be viable
genetically; (2} they cccupy areas where the habitat will be
degraded or the animals lost to poachers. The genetic consider-
ations are very important. Even if adequately protected, very

small populations are very vuinerable to extinction because of
loss of genetic diversity.

Viable alternatives for these remnants would be (1) translocation
into the main populations and protectable sanctuaries or (2) cap-
ture for captive propagation. Captive propagation might be pref-
erable because of thé opportunity for intensive management of this
gene pool. In recent years, zoos nave developed very successful
programs for propagating Indian, black, and white rhinos. Also,

there could be great uncertainties and risks in trying to trans-
locate rhinos into new areas.

The actual captive propagation could be attempted in the native
countries and/or in North American zoos. Good argumentis exist
for both alternatives and if enough of the isolated animals could
eventually be collected, some combination of projects in the
countries of origin and North America might bé optimal. In any
case,” the AAZPA could potentially provide considerable resources
and expertise for development of a captive propagation project. .

Through some opportune contacts, we have a1ready been discuss1ng
these possibilities with a number of persons in Sabah and in

North America, notably Patrick Andau, John Payne, and Rodney Flynn.
The situation in Sabah seems especially amenable to some attempts
at captive propagation since there appear to be quite a few animals
in areas being permanently converted to agriculture. However, based

on the reports of Flynn and Abdullah and others, the same may also
be true for West Malaysia.

The AAZPA is interested in preparing a more formal plan for a captive
propagation project that would be integrated closely with the efforts
to preserve the species in the wild. An important step toward such a
plan would seem to bé an exploratory trip to Malaysia perhaps later
this spring. The purpose of the trip would be to visit as many offi-
cials, scientists, and sites as possible to reconnoiter the feasibility
and desirability of a captive propagation project. Indonesia would
probably also be included in the itinerary, but mostiy for perspective
on the entire rhino sttuation. I am very interested in visiting with
Nico Van Strien and the Gunung Leuser National Park.

-

American Aséqci‘ation of Zoological Parks and Aquariums
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Mohd Khan b. Momin Khan
17 February 1983
Page Three

1t does appear that the opportunity may exist for me to conduct
such a trip in April and May 1983. Tentatively, I have already
arranged to visit Sabah, at the invitation of Andau and Payne,
during the first two weeks of April. I am most interested in
visiting West Malaysia thereafter for a similar (or longer if
advisable) period of time. I desire very much to confer with
you and to visit some of the rhino areas: Endau Rompin, Taman
Negara, possibly Sungei Dusun, and especially any places where
there might be remnants appropriate for a captive. propagation
project.

Would you be receptive to such a visit by me? If so, the best
schedule for me would be to proceed directly from Sabah to Kuala
Lumpur early the week of 17 April. But if you have conflicts then,
I could adjust my schedule by travelling from Sabah to Indonesia
and then to West Malaysia in early May. Hopefully, you will be
available at one of these times. Further, in your capacity as

the SSC Asian Rhino Specialist Group Representative for Malaysia,
might you also be available to visit Sabah during the time I expect
to be there the first two weeks of April?

We are very hopeful you will be interested in what we are proposing.
It must be emphasized again that our paramount interest is the sur-
vival of the Sumatran rhino in its natural habitat. But we believe
that captive propagation could contribute greatly to this objective
and we are most interested in assisting in this area. I am most
anxious to visit Ma13ys1a to explore this poss1b111ty with you in
more detail,

Sincerely,
/”—_. N
\»\MGS \). \_CbeSL-

Thomas J. Foecse, Ph.D.
AAZPA Conservation Coordinator

TJF/slp
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American Association of Zoological Parks _a_nd Aquariums

EXECUTIVE OFFICE AT OGLEBAY PARK, WHEELING, Wv zaoo‘ 34698 [304) 242-2160

DATE: 17 February 1983

Thomas J. Foose, Ph.D.

AAZPA Conservation Coordinator
ISI1S Office

Minnesota Zoological Garden
Apple Valley, MN . 55124

(612) 432-9010, Ext. 255

REPLY TO:

sEnYn

Drs. Nico Van Strien
P.0. Box 109
Bogor, Indonesia

Dear Wico:

1 greatly appreciated your informative and supportive letter of

10 Jamiary 1983 concerning the proposal for affapt1ve propagation
project on Sumatran rhino. I am more anxious than ever to visit
with you in Indonesia to discuss this matter further. In the
meantime, permit me to respond to some of the points in your letter.

To a great extent, I agree completely that” conservat1on primarily
app11es to the preservation of wild populations in natural habitats,
i.e. to ecosystems. The purpose of captive propagation must be to
reinforce, hopefully never to replace, wild populat1ons At best,
captive propagation provides a means for preserving gene pools, but
not ecological or evolutionary systems. Nevertheless, such preser-
vation in captivity may be a vital component of a conservation
strategy for a megamammal 1ike the Sumatran rhino, particularly
over the next few decades or even century or so, during which
our planéet may be able to develop some semblance. of ecological
sanity and stability. Therefore, the AAZPA objective would be

to assist with development of a captive propagation program for
Sumatran rhino as part of a strategic masterplan whose primary
objective is the preservation of the species in the wild.

1 am also in agreement that a captive propagation program should
not compete for funds with the field projects for conservation of
the species. We believe that there probably will. be support for
a captive project from various private, corporate and even zoo
sources. For the most part, our perception is that these monies
would not be available for projects exclusively entailing conser-
vation in the wild. But, these funds could contribute.to the
survival of the species through support of a captive project.
Indeed, if an integrated program incorporating both captive and
wild projects can be developed, some of these monies might be
applied directly to the field efforts. Thus, while it is our
hope that WWF and IUCN endorsement would be poss1b1e if a captive
project is developed, there is no intention to solicit financial
support from these sources.

A nonprofit, tax-exempt organization dedicated io the advancement of zoological
parks and aguariums for conservation, education, scientific stedies and recreation.



Drs;‘Nico Van Strien :
17 February 1983 ;
Page Two -

Your comments about the "respectable commercial interests" from
the participating zoos are pertinent. Certainly, all of the zoos
currently participating in explorations of this project would be
interested in eventually acquiring Sumatran rhinos. However, the
philosophy of our SSP is that participating institutions will
cooperate in the best interest of species in the program. In the
long run, most institutions realize that such seeming altruism is
really in their own best interest. The cooperative spirit mani-
fested so far in development of our SSP programs for species al-
ready in captivity has been most encouraging. In the case of the
Sumatran rhino, most (perhaps all) of the institutions interested
in pursuing the project seem to accept that the number of animals
that could or should be removed from the wild will be small and
that consequently this nucleus must be distributed optimally among
only a few of the best qualified (in terms of climate, experience,
etc.) facilities. Therefore, the zoos reatize that most would
receive rhinos only if and when the captive propagation is suc-
cessful. But the confidence that the species can be propagated
well in captivity is high so that the institutions are willing“to
assume this risk.

We certainly should have much to discuss if 1 can visit. In this
regard, it now appears that my previously proposed schedule will-
have to be modified slightly. 1 am now contemplating departure
from the U.S. for the Orient about 28 March. With a few days in
‘the Philippines to try to consult Tony Parkinson, two weeks in
Sabah, and another two weeks in West Malaysia, I would now propose
to arrive in Indonesia during the first week in May.

Your offer to assist with permits for.and organization of my pro-
posed trips to Gunung Leuser and Udjung Kulon is most appreciated.
1 will be prepared to rent a boat for Udjung Kulon. At Gunung
Leuser, I do desire to visit the main rhino areas if possible.
Therefore, I would be most interested in travelling to the Ketambe A
station. The commitment of a week or more to this trek is no real
problem for me. You do refer to the possibility of a helicopter.
Could one be rented with reasonable costs and effort?

o e

If you are available, I am sure that the trips to Gunung Leuser
{and Udjung Xulon) would be enhanced and facilitated if you could
accompany me, Would this be possible in terms of your schedule?
Our zoo sponsors would pay for your expenses.

T _F __Fe ]

American Association of Zoological Parks and Aquariums
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Drs. Nico Van Strien
17 February 1983
Page Three

In any case, I am extremely interested in visiting with you and
discussing a possible project on captive propagation of Sumatran
rhino in more detail.

Finally, Nate Flesness (project Director for 1SIS) and I are glad
the ISIS Mammalian Directory arrived and may be of use to you.
Please don't be concerned about any reimbursement. We would
appreciate if you could perhaps acquaint others in your area

with ISIS as the opportunity occurs. It is optimal that the
system becomes fully international in terms of participants.

If any complimentary copies of your guide to Australasian mammals
are eventually available, we would be most interested in receiving
one.

Best regards,
—Tow~

Thomas J. Foose, Ph.D.
AAZPA Conservation Coordinator

TOF/s1p

P.S. Rod Flynn is going to visit with me here next week to
discuss the proposed project and trip.

American Association of Zoological Parks and Aquariums
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Forest Department,
P.O,Box 311, -
fandakan,

Sabah,

Malaysia,

26 January 1983

- AVM Instrument Company,

3101 west Clark Road,
Champaign,
Illinois 61820, U.S.A.

Dear Sir/Ms,,

We are considering the possibility of
monitoring movements of two large mammal

'speciss in Sabah., The species are orangutan

and Sumatran rhinoweres, both of which ramge
in extensive areas of thick forest. "

Can you please send detalls of suitable:
radiotelemetry equipment avallable from
AVM, including prices?
With thanks,
Yours sincerely,

Lot

John Payne,
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COMMENTS ON "IN PURSULT OF THE SUMATRAN RHINO,., A PROFOSAL™

(p = page number 1l = lines from top, axcluding paragraph
aaaration lines)

p2. 112, refer to "Silabukan and Lumerau Forest Resarves"° this
is their correct name, %he other area (3 on your'maps) is
merely a region, For clarity, bettar to refer to this region

as "the Forest eservea of south and south-eastern Sabah",

P3.117. "e.. a captive breeding population of several hundreds,,
a,. » This seems oBer-optimistic; and more importantly, could be
a source of criticism /by those against captive ‘breeding,

pd4s 5 lines from bottom, Here and elsahere, Patrick Andau.

p5. 113( "as p2 112}.

p5+ 2 lines from bottom, Rewrite as ",.. they stated that the
Wildilfo Section of the Faraat gepnxtmant would welcome the
AAZPA t0¢ conducCtarse"s

| Ee. 12. Omit “The invitation is expeeted in the near futura“

ewrite as “br. John Fayne (WWF~sponsoired Conservaticn Officer
with the Wildlife Section, Sabah Forest Department), writing on
béhalf. of the Wildlife Section (23 BovenBor 1983) has sated the
need £or an assessment of the Sabah.situsation by an organisation
‘sueh as AA®PA and auggestad that an AAZrA officer visit Sabah

early in 1983%,

" p6. 'l 11-12, Unless you are suxe that this {(and any future)

paper will not be seen by anyone with peolitical semsitivities in
Malaysia omit ",. and political..". See sy accompanying letter,
Don't 'use the word “political“ ‘ .

p6. 1 15. "The states of “eninsular “alays a and Sabah (on the
island of Bornec) are in the “ed@grtion of alaysia*. oOmit "all®
80 "There are indications that a project to collect animals .c.ae"”

etec, |
pé. 1.19. Asiawveek magazine (July 1982).

pb, last paragraph. I raised the matter at both meetings in K.L.
(Ruala Lumpur) but there was no snbsequent discussion,

p8s 1 14=15, You ean take it as eertain that Malaysia will argue
for retaining at least the first rhines caught within Malaysia. I
must leave it to you to deal with thiz fact as you think f£ir,
Perhaps you, can‘play it down (both within U.S.A. and when writing
letters to alaysia) until after you have arrived in Sabah., I
suggest that for the time being you rewrite this as “Depending on
the number that become available, it is proposed that rhinos
brought to U.S.A. be placed in 2~4 ze0s.... ete).

-
L}
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(2)

p8. 8 lines from bottom, (1) Salt appears to exert an enormpus
influence on rhino movements in Sabah (2} Getting rhinos out of
the forest will be very difficult. I suggest building stockade traps
together with artificlal salt licks on existing roadsides.
Pit fall traps could be tried if somecone as skilled as Tony

“arkinson is involved. And "baiting" traps with dung of * foreign
rhinos,

)
’ {

p9. Candidates for the capture programme,. Ikavour Tony tarkinson

by a very wide margin, Bis trapping experimce appears to be

unrivalled in the world and he evidently works weél under ,

difficult political situations, Whether or not he eventually

does begome involved in this project on a long term basis, he ﬁ

should accompany you to Sabah, gr while you are in Sabah, and )

possibly even visit Péninsular Malaysia with you, I met nim

recently, and he agreed in principle to visiting Sabah, H
I know that Clive Marsh is writing to you %0 suggest some _

medification in your timing, While 1t would be good if Clive ez

can take part in out field trips in Sabah, it 1s avallability %

of Yatrick Andau, Tony Farkinson and mxself which are more

crucial factors., 1 can make myself available at any time until

about 14 April (but probably not . sfter - at least not for long peziada!.;nﬂ

I suggest that we both write w Tony arkison without delay. I

have just done so. We should ask him (1) to give precise '

instructions to you as for a date and place for your meeting

him-on your arrival in Philippines. (2) bfand If and when he %

could come to Sabah for 'a field trip, potentially of one week

or more, Lt would be as well for you to address one letgex

to Tony at his Mindoro address and a copy to Pruce White's

address in fanila, in case Tony is there.

p9. 1 23, omit "for political reasons”, (This is a particularly
sensitive issue).

p9. 1 26, “general” not "political®,

e FTT

p 10. 1 8§, I have no atréng feelings as to whether an IUCN
representative accompanfes you. You might suggest in your letter
to Mohd. Khan that he might visit Sabsh while you are here, since
he is the IUCN SSC Asian Rhino group rep. for alaysia, You
should not be expected to pay for his visit, however,

p 12, paragraph numkered 3, While it is appreciated tmt Clive

has been invaluable in forming your link with abah it will

not be considered accepatble within %alaysia to regard him as

a continuwing official 1link (unofficial, yes), I suggest a general
revision in the ordering of the names that yog list in this
paragrarh, A better to ordering; which would reduce this and
other such sengitivities, would be:

Mohd Khan b. ¥omin Khan, Fatrick Andau, Rudolph &Schenkel,

- Tony Parkinson, John Fayne, Clive Marsh, Nico van Strien,

#Harcus Borner. '

R o el
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(3)

p 13. paragraph numberd 4, I have never leard Frofessor

Schenkel's own vbews on captive breeding; but whatever they are, they
may be streng. MNico v. Strien, incidentally, on balance, is

against, t is quite important that you demonstrate your good
intentions to Mohd, Khan whenever the opportunity arises.

p l14. Your planned itinerary seems fine, “wo comments, however:
(L) Unless you have special plans for Singapore, 2 days are
probably adeguate. 2 weeks is probkably more than adequate for
¥eneinsular Malaysia, but this will depsend largely on how things
go with Mohd, Khan.

(2) If your budgeting and timing can stand it, + would suggest
for a modification to the end of your trip. »After Sumatra,
fly from Hedah to K.L.. Meet Mohd, ¥Xhan to_tell him of what
happened in Indonesia, It would be much appreciated in Sabah
if there vas a chance for one or two officers to accempany you to ,
see Parkinson's site at Mindoro, This would demonst@yte Parkinson s
abilities to the Sabahans and also help to prove that you ghve
a genuine interest in Sabah, rather than a desire to rob them
of their rhinos. I suggest, therefore, that you might, proceed.
from K.L to Sabah (Kota Kinabalu), an~ accompany Patrick Andau
and perhaps one cother officer to -Manila, thence to see the -
trapping area, This assumes that™Tony or one of his team will
be available to.accompany you. if this does work,out, then
you should need only one day in “anila on your arrival in Asia,
to meet Tony and then proceed immediatdg to Sabah,

Table 2, Siiabukan/LumefEu estimate should be 20+ (not 7-12),

Table 3, Sabah estimate should be 28~38 {(net 15-30), and 20+
{not 7-12),

Budget - if you can take two ¢pople from Forest bept, to

Philippines, add about US$700 to the budget for airfares, -

Expenses within Philippines should be considered as the responsibility
of the officers concerned, A helicopter view of the rhino

areas may prove to be useful, You may get a free trip, but if
possible, it would be advisable to allow up to US$1000 for such
flights, '

s o @k o oh b ok =h ok

Jonn ‘ayne
12 Janyary 1983
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wildlife Section,
Forest Yeépartment,
p.0.Box 311,
Sandakan,

Sabah, .
Malaysia.

12 Januarxy 1983

Dr Tom Foose,

AAZPA Conservation Coordinator,
1515 Office,

Minnesota “oological “arden,
Apple Valley, MN 55124, U.S.A.

Dear Dyx Foose,

e

Thank you for your letter {16 Pecember 1982}, Your
coming ‘to Sabah would be welcome, since an initiative by
an independent bedy is probably the baest stimulus we can
have towards starting a captive breeding projpramme. I

. hopa@ that the enclosed notes on Sabah, rhinos, logistics

etc. will be useful in organising and obtaining approval-
for your plammed visit to South-east Asia.

Racently, I met Mr Tony Parkison. He seems to me to be

ideal for advice on trapping and transportation of rhinos

and is only a short distance away from Sabah. I recommend
that you do indeed contact him without delay, with a view
to a simultaneous vigit {(aleng with you ) to Sabah, and

_possibly Peninsular‘nalayaia. 1 enclose detafls on "how te
contact him. .

G I think that Encik Mohd, Khan b, Momin Khan, Director-
Yeneral of the (Federal) Départrent. of Bildlife and National
Parks of Malaysia, and #d aysian representative of the
Survival Service Commission Aeian REino Specialist “roup
shouid he\eontactad at an early stage. You might write to
him, saying that you would like to visit him; suggesting
dates' and mention that you will be viaiting Sabah,

I shall be available until about 14 April 1983, after
which time I have other comittments.

Yours sincerely,

:@»ﬁ’ﬂu&
John ?ayne Ph.D,

CaCs Patrick Andau : S .u\

Lh;# Co l(b; SQJUMA' ;f CXNQ’J'WQ%L\



Wildlife Section,
Forest “epartment,
P.,O.Box 311,
Sandakan, Sabah
Malaysia,

11 Jan 1983

Dear Tony,

On arriving back in Sabah I received a letter from
Tom Foose, Conservation Coordinator for the American
Aasociation of Zoo Parks and fguariums., He 1s planning to
visit Sabah and other parts of South~east Asia with a view to
initiating a project te capture two-horned Asian rhinos

- for captive breediny (this is the rhino species oceurring

in Sabah, Sumatra and Malaya), His tentitive itinerary is
to arrive in Balapsda Manila about 17 March 1983 and try
to contact you immediately$ and then come on to Sabah for
two weeks. I am writing to him to suggest that hg does
indeed make a point to sea you, whether it be in Makila
or San Jose, I have told him about your work, location etc,
I am alsc suggesting Ehgt he should encourage you tov -
accompany him on his vi&it to Sabah, for at least part of the
two weeks., I think that it would be most valuable if you
could spare the time to accompany Tom Foose to Sab@gh, with
a view to assessing capture/transportation methods for the
rhizos in Sabah,

I hope that ypu wmll receive news from Tom Foosardzrectly

r*g in the near future, I will write to you again when his .and my plans

for March-April ard clearer. .Dates have not been fixed
but your proposed visit to Sabah would have to be some
time between about 18 March and 14 April 1983,

l _ - ' . Regards, .

W@ _ : John Payne,

[ R,

[r—
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{rs. NICO J. VAN STRIEN

B
" P, Box 109
F'E BOGOR

INDONESEA

Thomas J. Foose AAZPA Conservation Coordinator
{SIS -Office
Minnesota Zoclogical Ga_rden,
Apple Valley, MN 55124
U.5.A.

Bogor, 10 Jan 1983

Dear Tom,

Thank you very much for your letter and reports, and , most particular,
for the Mammalian Directory. It was a great surprise and 1 am very grateful
that you have sent it. | am working on a comprehensivé guide to the mammals
of the Australasian archipelago and the directory will be of great help. Please
inform me about the costs so that | can reimburse you.

| have read your proposal with great interest and basically ! can agree
with what you have written. 1 think that your estimate for the costs and .
the duration of the project are very realistic and | agree that the best opportumties
seem to be in Sabah and west Malaysia.

The most important remark | would like to make is that in my oplmon
too much emphasis is piaced on the conservation side of the whole thing.
There is certainly an important conservation aspect, and | am aware that
there is a tendency now to call almost everything conservation, but | am
convinced that conservation should primarely aim at c’bnserving\ habitats and
ecosystems. It is not that | am against the sort of operations that you proposes,’
but my concern, -and that of many others working here in conservation, is
that they tend to divert attention and money from other conservation programmes
that are in my oplmon more important, but that are less glamourous and
attractive. _

| still believe that there is a good chance that large reserves can be
preserved in Southeast Asia, and. that animals like the rhino have a fair
chance for survival if we ¢dntinue "the present efforts. There are of course
problems and risks, but for theé same amount of money and energy more can
be done for conservation by investing it in the development of reserves, than
by setting up of breeding units.

Nevertheless | would welcome serious attempts to set up captive breeding
units, because there seems. to be a good opportunity now, with some rhinos
still surviving in areas that cannot be reserved. But I would resent if money
available for conservation, like WWF funds, are diverted to this pian and,
more important, | would like to prevent a situation in which people could
claim that they have saved the Sumatran rhine and that consequently there
is now no more reason to protect Gunung Leuser, Kerinci, etc. This might
sound exaggerated, but this sort of ideas comes up continuesly here in Government
circles.
| presume that there are also respectable commercial interests, certainly

from the sides of the participating zoos, but nothing is written about this
aspect in your proposal. The zoos will certainly see the money they wiil donate
to this project as an investment, and will ask something in return in the
form of a share in the catch. This sort of things should be worked out very
carefully apd be included in the proposal. !n my opinion this would increase

the credibility of the operation and make it more acceptable, certainly for
the authorities here.

2o o s o do o oo ok b oh wh oh cb oo




drs. NICO J, VAN STRIEN
P.O. Box 108
BOGOR
INDONESIA

t am quite sure that Schenket holds a similar opinion, and it is
strange that he has so far not reacted. This plan was not discussed in
Kuala Lumpur at the Specialist Group meeting, and | cannot understand
why Schenkel did not bring it up. | have not heard from him since the
meeting, and | often wonder whether he is still effective as chairman. .

Sabah certainly seems to offer the best possibilities, particularly with regard 5§
to the existing infrastructure in the country and probably also because of Lm}
the attitude of the government. It seems that the areas where rhino survive '
are more or less accessi ble and | have the impression that it will be possible i
to develop a good cooperation with the authorities. But it might be that the
density of the rhino is now so low there that itwill be very difficult to trace [
and catch them.

There are in Sumatra also rhlnos left in areas outside the reserves,
but access will be a very great problem, and there will be very big orgamsatnonai
problems for an operation like this in Indonesia, The authorities will certainly
ingsist that half or more of the catch will be used to set up a breeding unit
in the country, which would in principle be a good idea, if there was any
chance that it will be preoperly managed later. )

| can help you in organising trips to Gunung Leuser and Ujung Kulon.

The permits can be arranged for in Bogor (usually), but the main problem
is how to get there. For Ujung Kulon you will have to rent a boat, which
will cost about $ 200 or more, and it takes one day to get there. Facilities
in the reserve are quite adequate. N

Gunung Leuser is a very big reserve, and rhino occurs only in the very
centre of the reserve, which can only be reached by helicopter or by organising
a one-week expedition« If you want to sée something of rhino the Endau-Rompin
is probably the best place. In a few hours walking you can be in the rhino
area. If you only want an impression of the area and the terrain, you best -
go the the Bohorok rehabilitation station, which is at the eastern boundary
of the reserve, a few hours from Medan. Going to the Ketambe station,
which is much closer to the rhino area, will take several hours by car, and
you will need a special permit t¢ enter the station,

My present contract with the School of Environmental Conservation Management
_expires in October next, but there is a possibility that it can be extended.
| would in principle be happy to get involved somehow ‘in the catching operations,
and get the opportunity to do some work in the field. But we better discuss
this when you are here in April.

I will probably be away for some days in April for a field ‘exercise,
but the dates are not yet known. | will let you know when more definite
plans have been made, but these trips are subject to be changed on short
notice. '

| hope that | have been able to help you so far and I am looking forward
to meeting you and discuss things in detail. :

;
:
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